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= was Lord NEE 8 intend. 


tion to have proceeded to this 


place on the very next morning 

after we arrived at Edinburgh; 

but a deſire on the part of Lady 
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2 FATAL FOLLIES, 


Stanmore to viſit the caſtle, the 
palace, or, as it is called, the abbey, 
with other objects of curioſity, 
detained us a whole day and one 
other night in that capital. It 
Happened to be the time when ti 
Cajedonian Hynters hold their an- 
niverſary meeting: a ſociety con- 
ſiſting of a great number of the 
prime Scottiſh nobility and gentry, 
who give balls and other entertain 
ments for ſeveral days together. 
The arrival of our company was 
quickly ſpread over Auld Reiky * 
we were ſerenaded all night by the 
city band of muſicians: and after 
breakfaſt, next morning, multi- 
Fuſes of Scotch, bores: and — 


: , 80 Edinburgh i is _ cli v the 
common rag. > ec | 


| came 
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pliments of congratulation to Lord 
and Lady Stanmore. All of theſe 
gentlemen: were dreſſed in an uni- 
form of green and gold, with in- 
_ avrought figures of an hound and 
horn. It is the invariable cuſtom, 
in North Britain, for people of 
diſtinction to avoid all public 


after their marriage, and to re- 
ceive the compliments of their 
friends at their own houſes. Some 
of the younger hunters however, 
in the gaiety of their hearts, and 
an ardour of fociability that ſet 
the ſtiffneſs of forms at defiance, 


a dinner and ball in the evening, 
with an earneſtneſs which, to _ 
Stanmore, was ver ! diſpkaling, 

a> can- 


came to the inn to pay their com- 


meetings for ſome weeks, at leaſt 


ventured to ſolicit our company to 
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<annot ſay that it was equally diſ- 
pleaſing to her Ladyſhip, who, ſup- 
ported by the ſuffrage of Miſs 
Weſt, made no ſcruple of declar- 
ing, that ſhe ſaw very little 
advantage indeed in the poſſeſſion 
of a princely fortune if ſhe was 
to be tied down by the ſame ridicu- 
Tous formalities that confined your 
poor and vulgar gentry.” The 
tone in which this ſentiment was 


uttered, and the complacency with 


Which her Ladyſhip received the 
attention of the ſtrangers, did not 
eſcape the obſervation of Lord Stan- 


more, who ſaid, ** that he would 


be very much mortified if any vo- 
luntary delay ſhould be interpoſed 
in a journey to the hereditary man- 
ſion of his family, which, he 
truſted, puld: be a ſcene of more 

ſin- 


FATAL FOLLIES. 5 
ſmcere ſatisfaction than any that 


could be found elſewhere.'” ' The 
converſation aſſumed ſomewhat of 
a ſerious aſpect, and we were all 


of us obliged to range ourſelves 


an different ſides of the queſtion. 
Lady Stanmore's cauſe was eſpouſed. 
not only by Miſs Weſt, but by a. 
whole hoſt of young Caledonian. 
Hunters. Mr. Offory and Miſs Lei- 
ceſter declared themſelves on the 
ſide of Lord Stanmore. Kenneth 
Macalpine being unwilling to of- 
fend either his Lord or Lady, on 
. pretence of Tome buſineſs, in- : 
ſtantly quitted the room. Mr. 
Graham, who is himſelf one of the 
Caledonian Hunters, and a very diſ- 
tinguiſhed horſeman, could not: 
poſſibly reſiſt the inclinations of 
both her Ladyſhip and his bre 
3 8 f thren 
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6 FATAL FOLLIES, 


. thren on the turf, although the 


accent in which he gave his con- 
ſent was flight, cold and for- 
didding. For my own part, I con- 
feſs J had a great mind to be pre- 
ſent at an aſſembly of the nobleſt 
youth ef Scotland of both ſexes, 
but being ſenſible of the impro- 
priety of breaking through the de- 
corum of eſtabliſned cuſtom, I pro- 
poſed to ſubmit the matter in queſ- 
tion to the deciſion of the good 
and gay Mr. Sylveſter, who thought 
it reaſonable that our company 


| ſhould paſs one day at Edinburgh, 


but without exhibiting ourſelves on 
ſo public a ſcene as the Hunter's 
ball. We therefore paſſed the day 
in fauntering about Edinburgh, 


and about fix o'clock in the evening 


we fat down to dinner in company 
with a great number of ladies and 
gen- 


FATAL FOLLIES. 7 
gentlemen who ſtaid away from 


the ball in order to do honout to 
Lord and Lady Stanmore. The 


cuſtom, to a late hour. Early in 
\ the morning we ſet out from the 
 Grafs-market, croſſed the Firth at 


peda few minutes to take a diſh of 


fituated cloſe by the ſide ef Loch 
Levin, a magnificent and moſt 
beautiful expanſe of water, bound- 
ed on one fide by the Lomont 


cious plain ſtretching weſtward to 
Sterling by the foot of the Ock hills, 


Terence; irregularly. indented by 
1518 214 | B = pro- 


Ee 


conviviality of the gentlemen was 
prolonged; according to the Scotch 


the Queen's Ferry, where we ſtop- 


— — — — 


chocolate, and drove on to Kinrofs, 
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bills, and on the other by a ſpa- - 


and eaſtward to the German ocean. 
It is about twelve miles in circum- 


. — F.. 
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promontories of land, and inter- 
ſperſed with ſundry little iſlands, 
one of which, ſituated nearly in the 
middle of the lake, was the priſon 
of that unfortunate Princeſs, Mary 
Stuart,” before ſhe was reſcued by 
the enamoured Douglas. The caſ- 
tle, which had formerly been a 
royal reſidence, ſtill remains, and 
exhibits all the traces of Gothic 
magnificence and barbarity. It was 
now between nine and ten in the 
morning. The ſun ſhone with 
bright but mild ſplendour, and 
not a breath diſturbed the ſmooth 
ſurface of the watery mirror, 
which here and there reflected the 
images of herds and flocks browſ- 
ing in the iſlands and on its banks. 
As we were at breakfaſt, of which 


Aa delicious ſpecies of large trout, 
UE [brought 


- 
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bought freſh from the lake, for med. 
| a part, the landlord, Mr. Skelton,. 
came into the parlour, and told us 
that it was a common thin g for 
companies of travellers. to amuſe- 
themſelves by making a little voy- 
age, with muſic, on. the lake... 
We eagerly took the hint, and in a. 
beautiful barge, with excellent 
field muſic, rowed directly to 


Queen Mary's Iſland, where the re- 


collection of the beauty, the ac- 
compliſhments,. the adventures, | 
and the misfortunes of that prin-- - 
ceſs, the charms of the fair ones. 
that graced our party, and the ſoft 
and ſwelling notes re-echoed from. 
the neighbouring mountains, con- 
ſpired to raiſe aur minds to the 
moſt delightful ideas. Having tar- 


ried longer in this dec ſcene: | 
Bc ' tham 


SY FATAL FOLLIES. 
than we intended, we gave orders 
to our poſtilions to drive full ſpeed to 
Perth, where we dined at a tavern 
which would be thought an excel- 
lent one even in England. Here 
the river Tay, the largeſt in Bri- 
tain, rolls on from the Grampian 
mountains under a ſtupendous 
bridge, which will remain for 
thouſands of years a monument of 
the genuine patriotiſm of a neigh- 
bouring nobleman. Being met 
by the advancing tide, he ſuddenly 
hides his head between the hills of 
Moncrieff and the lofty cliff of 
Kinnoul; and, having received the 
limpid ftreams of the beantiful 
Ern, meandring through the love- 
left vale in Scotland, glides flowly 
along the ſhores of the fruitful 
 Gowrie to the ocean. FT ſhalt not 
3 deſcribe 
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deſcribe the neighbouring palace 


of Scone, nor the celebrity of 
perth and the adjacent country 
ſent flouriſhing commerce. I ha- 
ten to the many-towered caſtle of 


Stanmore, a Gothic quadrangle of 


great magnificence, and once a 
royal palace. The bed- rooms are 


ſmall, but the hall is exceedingly 


ſpacious. It is fituated in an im- 
menſe plam, near the foot of a2 
range of hills, which, for a ſpace 


of ſeveral miles on either ſide of 
the caftle, are planted with a va- 


riety of foreign trees, which are in 
a very thriving condition. The 
garden 1 is in the old ſtyle ; but it 


is mtended-to throw. this 1 into the 


pleaſure: gound and ſhrabbery | 
thay to adorn the banks of a 
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12 FAT AL FOLLIES. 


ſmall river, which iſſuing forth 
from an adjacent wood-clad hill, 
waters the green encloſures that 
ſurround the caſtle of Stanmore. 
At this Gothic manſion we arrived 
about ten in the evening. An a- 
venue of venerable trees, ſix rows. 
on each ſide, was hung thick with 
lamps; and muſicians, ſtationed on 
the battlements of the caſtle, wel- 
gomed our approach in ſtrains: . 
worthy of Arcadia or the vales of 
Arno. The carriages drove ſtraight | 
into the inner court of the caſtle, 
the windows of which were ſplen- ; 
didly illuminated. At one of theſe, 
adjoining to the great hall, ſtood 
three female figures, with a num 
ber of footmen behind them. 
They welcomed our approach by 
curtſies to the very ground... And. F 
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FATAL FOLLIES. 13 
by the time we were uſhered into 


the hall, we found our ladies ad- 
vancing in good order to preſent 


themſelves for ſalutation, accord 


ing to the cuſtom of the country. 
The lady who occupied the middle 
place was the unſpotted Lady Ann, 
Lord Stanmore's aunt, who had 


ſuſtained the honours of virginity 


for more than ſixty years. The 
ladies, who ſupported her, were 
Miſs Graham, ſiſter to Mr. Gra- 
ham who had joined us at Berwick, 
and a Miſs Douglas, daughter to a 


neighbouring gentleman, who had 
died ſome years before, and whoſe: 


only ſon was a minor. 'Fheſe two: 
young ladies were in the bloom of 
youth, and both of them diſtin- 
guiſbed by that ſpecies of beauty, 
in which florid health improves, 
213g without 


* 


% 


bs 2aratrotins. 
without overpowing elegance of 


ſhape, and comelineſs of features; 


though Miſs Graham was of a fair, 
and Miſs Douglas of a brown com- 


plexion. Lady- Ann was dreſſed 


in the ſtyle of the court of Charles 
the Second, the period in which the 


Counteſs, her mother, formed her 


ſtandard of taſte in bodily apparel. | 
This ſtandard was alſo that of Lady 


Ann, her daughter, who boafted 
| ſhe had never been without the 


precincts of the county, and very 
ſeldom beyond the Park of Stan- 
more before the death of the old 
Earl. A large flower vied with 
the fragrance of her boſom: Her 


grey hairs were formed into ring- 


lets, unſullied by the fmalleſt par- 
ticle of powder: golden bracelets 


— „ $i and Her fin- 
rotor gers 


FATAL FOLLIES 15 
gers and very thumbs were a- 
dorned with rings that had de- 
ſeended from a long line of anceſ-- 
tors. Her gown was of the richeſt” 
embroidered filk ; and a beautiful - 


boy, in the antient garb of Cale- 

donia, ſupported her train. The 
young ladies too, who ſeem to 
be lively cirls with a ſpice of hu- 


mour in them, had agreed, on this 


occaſion, to have their pages, in or- 
der, as Lady Ann phraſed it, to 
keep up the antient dignity of the 
family of Stanmore. Theſe ladies 
came up to. us and underwent the 


ceremony of double kiſſes from our 


whole company, both ladies and 
gentlemen. A ſplendid entertain- 
ment on that night, was only the 
forerunner of feaſts ſtill more ex- 
travagant, to be continued, I un- 


der- 
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16 FATAL FOLLIES 


derſtand, day after day | for weeks - 
to come: therefore if I am not ſa 


| conſtant a correſpondent you muſt. | 
__ excuſe, 


Your affectionate nephew, 


EDMUND BEAUCHAMP. 
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MISS LEICESTER 
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: Stanmore Caſtle. 


Do; 0 not itbe 1 angry nigh me wn 


I fay, that though I have been a 
week at this place, a conſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion of viſitors rendered it im- 


poſſible that I ſhould have a mo- 


ment I could call my o.]n. In- 


deed if I was to wait for that time, 


according to the preſent appearance 
of things, it may not Nag wt 
theſe; ſ month bist 

When Laſt wrote we were juſt 
arrived at Edinburgh, at which 
place our party began to be a little 
dcradged ; and that too occaſioned 
113 by 
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3 FATAL FOLLIES: 

- by a ſquabble that had almoſt ta- 
ken place between the new mar- 

ried pair. On our arrival at Edin- 

burgh it happened to be juſt the 

time of the annual meeting of the 

Caledonian Hunt. Having in that 

city, as in all other places through 

notice, we were honoured by a de- 

putation from the Hunters to in- 

vite us to dine with them, and 
alſo to be preſent at their ball in 
the evening. At this ſummons 
her Ladyſhip's countenance was all 
animation: his Lordſhip's, on the 
contrary, not a little clouded. He 
ſaid nothing, however, but waited 
to know what anſwer her Ladyſhip 
would give. She ſaid, that in her 
opinion, a ball was of all things 
the mott delightful. His Lordſhip 
* | then 


7 
a 
= 
> | FA 


then told her it gave him much 
pain to diſappoint her, but that 


he muſt do ſo, as all the company 


preſent knew, that, according to 
the cuſtom of Scotland, it would 


be an unprecedented thing to ap- 


pear at a ball in Edinburgh before 


they had been at Stanmore ar.d re- 
ceived their friends there. We 
added fome more arguments to the 
5 ſame purpoſe. Her Ladyſhip re- 
| plied, Lard! what a horrid fuſs. 
about old cuſtoms! I hate them 
all; pray why have I a princely- 
fortune, if not that I may do as I 
ike? Here Mr. Offory interpoſed, 
well knowing his daughter's dif- 
poſition, which cannot bear con- 
trol. Your brother alſo, and at 
length all the company preſent: 
were obliged to bear a part. At, 
Ko 
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20 FATAL FOLLIES 
length it was propoſed to ſubmit 
the deciſion of this important 
queſtion to Mr. Sylveſter, the old 
clergyman, who made one of our 
party.” He, good old man ! was 
willing to pleafe us all; and though 
he did not agree to our joining the 
Hunters' party, yet allowed us to 
ſtay one day in order to ſee Edin- 
burgh. Therefore after having 
done ſo, and greatly admired it, 
eſpecially the caſtle and its ſitua- 
tion, we proceeded on to this 
place without any interruption, ex- 
cept a viſit, by water, to Queen 
Mary's Iſland, ſo called from its 
having been the priſon of the un- 
fortunate Queen of that name, 
from which ſhe was reſcued by her 
lover Douglas. Lady Stanmore 
was predetermined not to be plea- 
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fed with any thing. All the com- 
ment ſhe made in the courſe: of 
our voyage acroſs the lake, and 
viewing the priſon of Mary was, 
that if viſiting priſons had been a- 
greeable to her taſte ſhe needed 
not to have quitted England. She 
added, that indeed ſhe herſelf 


was almoſt a priſoner in Scotland, 
ſince ſhe had loſt her liberty. It 


was well that Lord Stanmore was 


_ contemplating the beauty of the 
lake, for this remark could not 
have been pleaſing to him. 

It was late in the evening when 


we arrived at Stanmore Caſtle, 


vrhich preſented to me the grandeſt 


ſpectacle I ever beheld, and ap- 


peared like an entrance into fairy- 
land. The Hluminations; of the 
houſe and avenue, which is of con- 

ſiderable | 
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22 FATAL FOLLIES. 
ſiderable length, and the ſweet 
ſtrains which poured upon our 
ears from the Gothic towers of 
Stanmore, almoſt enchanted me, iſ 
and I believed myſelf an attendant BB 
of ſome goddeſs. Our entrance in- 
to the hall formed a picture, in my 
mind, of all the chivalry and hof- 
-Pitality of antient times. And 
when we were ſeated at ſupper, 
I thought the feaſt of Macbeth was 
realized, only that happily there 
was no ghoſt of Banquo to affright 
us. But I ſhould: have told you 
that we were received at the caſtle 
by Lady Ann Stanmore, my Lord's 
aunt; and two other ladies. I had 
like to have committed a dreadful 
Faux-pas ;. for, as our carriages ap- 
proached the inner court, I ſaw 


0056 old * attended by the two 
young 
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young ones, whoſe trains were 
borne by boys in Scotch bonnets 
and plaid drefles : and 1 really, aS 
they did not ſtir, took them for 
figure s in a piece of paintin 2 which 
was to repreſent ſome device em- 
blematical of the preſent occaſion. 
I was even going to expreſs my ad- 
miration of the artiſt when the la- 
dies begun to curtſey, which they 
continued to do until the carriage 
ſtopt. When we alighted, Lord 
Stanmore took her Ladyſhip's hand 
and preſented her to his aunt, who 
received her Very gr aciouſly . We 
were all preſented in our turn, and 
this ceremony did not laſt but for 
little time I aſſure you. Lady 
Stanmore. was really rude to the 
ladies. To be ſure they wore the 

_ Ureſles of the laſt age; yet out of 

| | re- 
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reſpect to his Lordſhip: ſhe ſhouts | 
Have concealed her emotions in- 

ſtead of giving way, as both the I 
and Miſs Weſt did, to loud laugh- ſ 
ter. Mr. Oſſory gave them many 
looks: which might ſerve to ſhew' Wl 
that he Was diſpleaſed. When we 
retired I ventured to aſk her Lady. 
ſhip what ſhe thought of her re- 
ception and new habitation. She 
ſaid it was well enough if that old 
woman hadnot been there, but that 


the ſhould ſoon remove her. As i 


for the caſtle, ſhe declared ihe 
would be afraid to walk alone in 
it at mid-day; but that the would 


ſteeples and let in a little light a- 
mongſt them. In ſhort, I expect 
to ſee every thing altered in a ſhort 


time but r Were not 


this 
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this letter of ſo unconſcionable ” ps 
length, I would give you an ac- 
count of our entertainments for 
this week paſt. The whole coun- 
try, for many miles, have been 
here. Not a fiftieth, not an hun- 
dredth couſin of his Lordſhip's but 
what has been to claim kindred, 
ang to ſalute her Ladyſhip, Who 
declares againſt the horrid barba- 
rity of them all, and ſays, that if 
his Lordſhip had brought her down i 
here before, her marriage, ſhe = J 
would never have had him. So much 1 
for modern matrimony.— Adieu. 


| Yours ever, , 
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171 g F TI ; 1 


NAT ILIDA LEICESTER. 
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* * 


LORD HARLEY. 
IR GER SEABRIGHT. 


Harley Lodge. ; 


. are right, Seabright; i 
had no buſineſs to marry, and amy 
= knowledge of the ſex ought to 
baye convinced me that they can- 
|” Not be truſted. I am fure Lady 
Harley cannot; for ſhe has found 
means to convey notice to her para- 
mour of our removal here, and he 
| has kindly followed her. Joſeph 
|. yeſterday informed me, that ac- 
| | cording to my orders, he had 
. . 5 watched Mr. Seymour, and traced 
him to an ale-houſe about a quarter 


* c a mile from the great road, and 
* | | „ 
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two from the lodge, where he ar- 
rived the night before laſt,” Now 
I remember Lady Harley went out 
and took an airing late on that 
evening, this ſhe did doubtleſs ta 
gain ſome intelligence of his being 
come to the place of rendezvous. 
But I will ſpoil their intended 

meeting. I this morning took my 
horſe and rode by the houſe, but 
could not ſee any thing of the raſ- 
cal, who, I ſuppoſe, is in diſguiſe, in 
order to elude the vigilance of that 
fool her huſband. I intend to be 
all eyes and ears. I will be con- 
vinced, and then take meaſures 
accordingly. Cannot you come 
down on the receipt of this? No 
doubt but my Lady's ſaint - like ſiſter 
is in the plot againſt me; but if 
ſhe is, I can be rid of her, thou gi“ 

\ . 
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I cannot of the other ungrateful 


wWretch. I can, however, be re- 


venged of her, and you ſhall aſſiſt 
me, Seabright. If my woods lend 

\ ſufficient ſhade to conceal the lo- 

vers, perhaps they may alſo aſſiſt 

me in ſurpriſing them: the very 
thought tranſports me. 


Tours, 


HARLEY. 
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THE EARL OF STANMORE 
1 To 
HENRY SEVMOUR, EGA. 


I THANK you for your letter 
of congratulation. It would have 
given me additional happineſs. to 
have been informed by its contents 
that you was happier than when 
we dae, You are wrong, Sey- 
mour! Why indulge! a hopeleſs 
oaGon 2. Vou ſay, had Lady Har- 
_ ley been dead, vou could have had 
fortitude to ſtruggle with the af- 
fliction her lofs' would have occa- 
ſioned. Then why not, conſider- 
ing it as the will of Providence, 
bear a diſappointment that is as 
8 1 C 2 "0 in- 


— 1 


30 FATALTFOLLIES | 
Inevitable as the ſtroke of death) 
And, alſo your determination to 


ſiee her, nothing but abſolute mad- 


neſs could ſuggeſt ſuch an idea. 
You ſay you value her peace! Is 
that the way to reſtore it? Aban- 
don the thought for Heaven's ſake, 
and adopt thoſe of ſenſe and reaſon 
which you ſo eminently poſſeſs on 
every other occaſion. 
1 infiſt, that on the receipt of 
this, you order your ſervant to put 
up your cloaths for a journey, and 
that while he is ſo employed you 
give me aà line, ſaying on what 
day I may expect you, and at what 
ſtage T.ſhall fend to meet you if it 
ſhould be impoſſible for me to 
come myſelf: which nothing all 
prevent but ſome indiſpenſable en- 


3 gagement, 5 or you know, Seymour, 
I am 
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I am-not now maſter of my OWTE 


time. The ladies govern W » | 


willingly ſubmit. 


One thing I muſt. mention to 


you as a ſubject of forrow, even to 


me, whom you have ſet down as 
truly happy ; which 1s, that Lady 
Stanmore does not like this place. 
Its Gothic appearance, which to 
me is its greateſt charm, diſpleaſes 


ber. Iyet hope to render it agree - 


able to her, and that a few months 
reſidence here will alter her taſte. 


I ſhall ſummons all my gay friends 
in the North; and if the is not 
pleaſed with us it ſhall not be my 


fault. Mr. Offory is charmed with 


Stanmore, and declares that if it 


were his, he never would paſs its 


confines. He ſhoots,” hunts and 


drinks with us, andi is a very jolly: 


6 + com 
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companion: All my friends are 
delighted, both with tres om 
and himſelf. 

I had forgot to mention that we 
<1 a number of beautiful women 
here, which ought to attract a 
batchelor like you. One of theſe 
you have already ſeen; Miſs Lei- 
ceſter I mean. She is, you know, 
very beautiful, and, I think, equally 

amiable. She poſſeſſes. a mind, if 
I may be allowed the expreſſion, 


truly feminized. Cannot you trans- 


fer your affection to her? But] 
will not confine you to one object 


wuhilſt there are here ſo many. 


Therefore come down and chuſe 
for yourſelf. Our round of receiv- | 
wg and returning viſits, which are 
very numerous, will be over be- 


fore you arrive, and then we ſhall 
192 - „ be 
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be at liberty to be pleaſed our own 


way. Beſides I ſhall want your 
advice about. ſome improvements * 


wiſh to make on my eſtate: as 1 


ſhould not wiſh that my ſon, 
ſhould I ever be bleſſed with one, 
to think that he has had a lazy 
father, who lived only for himſelf. 


Lady Stanmore's fortune, joined to 
my own, will enable me to buy 


ſome lands, and alſo to beautify 
this place. You ſee how provident 


matrimony. makes a man. If you 


don't make haſte, Edmund will get 


the ſtart of you: for I can ſee 
Miſs Leiceſter's attractions have 


not paſſed unnoticed by him. Do 
not, however, deſpair: there is 

Miſs Weſt, another friend to Lady 
Stanmore, and who was of our 


party down here, and a thouſand 


| 


384 other 


— — — — — oe 
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other 


iſſes who will readily re- 
fign that name for Mrs. I aſſure 
you. No refufal on your part 1 


entreat, as you regard, 
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11 | Harley Lode: 
| Bo 0 TH my ſiſter and myſelf re- 
turn my dear Matilda thanks for 
her deſcription of Stanmore and re- 
ception there. We have both of 
us, in idea, ſeen the old Lady at- 
tended by her virgins and pages: 
and as their appearance was ſo an- 
tiquated, I do not wonder at your 
miſtaking them for paintings. 
Four Edinburgh ſquabble I am 

not ſurpriſed at, ſo much as I. 
otherwiſe ſhould do, if you had 
not made me, in ſome meaſure, 
acquainted with the diſpoſition of 

FORAY WR Lady 
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Lady Stanmore. I greatly fear 
that what. you mention was but the 
prelude to many differences of a 
more ſerious nature. I thank you 
for your introduction of Miſs Weſt 
to my acquaintance, but, from the 

hints that have fallen from your 
pen, I never wiſh to be more in- 
timate with her than I am at pre- 
. ſent. I fear, that after the no- 
velty of the preſent ſcene is worn 
off, your ſituation will be rather 
diſagreeable. I wiſh it were proper 
for you to quit the family of Stan- 
more, and return with Mr. Oſſory, 

who is ſo truly your friend: but 

as that is impoſſible, why ! there 
is noalternative but ſtaying where 
you are. Perhaps the many at- 
tractions of my friend may not pals. 
unnoticed. As you have. ſo many 
>. on 92 viſiſtors, 


au . 
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viſiſtors, who knows but ſome” of 


them may furniſh both happineſs 
and independence? 


uncle Beauchamp comes here to- 
morrow, when he will, doubtleſs, 


give us a line by way of a poſtſcript 
to his letters. Your notion of his 


8 


being a conſtant lover would, Tam 


7, perſuaded, be realized were he in 


reality in love: But, I am equally 
convinced that he is ſincere when 


he ſays, that the correſpondent to 


whom his frequent letters are ad- 


dreſſed, is no other man than his 


the wiſhes you expreſs for the re- 
ſtoration of her health, and de- 


ſires me to aſſure you, that the 
rſt Ly the writes ſhall be to in- 


form 
N 4 >» 


3 
* A a 


Edmund has 
not yet wrote, for which neglect 
we are very angry with him. Our 
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form you of her recovery, but at 
preſent ſhe is extremly low ſpirit. 
ed. I have juſt received a ſum- 
mons from her to walk in the gar- 
den, which greatly pleaſes me. 1 
wal not wait to conclude this, for 
fear ſhe ſhould alter her mind, as 
ihe ſeldom goes abroad: and I am 


ſute a little air and exerciſe would 
greatly conduce to her reſtoration. 


Excuſe me for half an hour— 
With what different ſenſations 
do I again take up the pen from 
thoſe I felt when I laid it down in 


order to walk with my ſiſter ? Vou 
are anxious, I doubt not; to know 
_ * what I mean, which I Will endea- 
vour to tell you as well as the per- 
turbation of my ſpirits will admit · 
The evening was remarkably fine, 
and about ſun- ſet we had reached 
2 N ne 


a 


0 o n 
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the fartheſt extent of the ſhrub - 
bery. My ſiſter was greatly pleaſed 


with our walk, and ſeemed more 
tranquil than uſual. | I propoſed 


& our entrance into the wood, as, 
= within a few paces, there was a 
= ſcat elevated ſo as to give us at 


once a pleaſing proſpect, and to 
adminiſter the freſh and free air 


We did fo: but had not long been 


ced in a diſtant path, which led us 
to expect that ſome one would 
follow: judge our aſtoniſhment 


when, only a few paces from us, 
Mr. Seymour ſtood leaning againſt 


a tree. He uttered the word Con- 


ſtantia | at which my ſiſter aroſe, 


gave a violent ſcream and hid her 
face in my boſom. I was ſo terri- 
hed, that J was 'almoſt inſenſible: 


| juſt 


ſeated there, before a dog advan- 
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.Juſt at this inſtant Lord: Harley 

appeared in the path where we 
had before ſeen the dog. I invo. 
luntarily uttered, gracious Heaven! 
Lord Harley ſees us! This arouſed 
my ſiſter, who ſaid, Henry ! if you 
do not wiſh to ſee. me expire in 
your preſence, inſtantly retire, 
leave the country and her who is 
wretched beyond the hope of cure. 
You ſhall be obeyed, ſaid he, and 
took her hand, preſſed it to his 
lips and inſtantly diſappeared. But 
Lord Harley had been witneſs, no 
doubt, of this interview, and it 
would be impoſſible to convince 
him that we neither of us knew 
of Mr. Seymour being in the wood. 
All this paſſed acroſs my imagina- 
tion,. whilſt Conſtantia remained 


ſilent, with one hand leaning, a- 
gainlt 


1. 4 
8 4 : 


* 
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gainſt a tree and the other hold- 
ing her forehead: for at ſight of 


Mr. Seymour ſhe had involunta- 


rily ariſen from her ſeat, and was 
proceeding towards the garden, 
when fhe fell on my neck unable 
to ſupport herſelf. At length the 
ſaid, 4 Gracious Providence | is it 
not enough to be robbed of peace: 
muſt the appearance of criminality 
be heaped on my wretched head? 
But I ſubmit to thy will: thou art 
the judge of my actions, and from 
thee» only do I hope for peace or 
juſtice. Come, my ſiſter, let me 
endeavour to ſtring my unbracec 
nerves, ſo as to be able to react 


the houſe.” I do not fear the ſight 


of Lord Harley, or what ever he 
may ſay. My own innocence is 
. ſhield.” I was glad to find 

„ 
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her ſo calm. Iown Iwas alarmed. - 
for the conſequences, and waited 
the return of Lord Harley from his 
walk as a criminal waits his ſen- 
tence: nor can I account for this 
as Ihad been guilty of no ill action. 
About an hour after this J heard 
his Lordchip s voice in the draw- 
ing: room. Some little time after 
he came into my ſiſter J "dreſiing- 
room, where. we had generally 
ſpent our evenings ſince her illneſs. 
He ſat down and took a book, but 
I perceived that he often looked 
off the book, and at us. Were 


Jou not afraid, Lady H arley, ſaid 


e, to ſtay out ſo late in the 


wool 2 I thought ladies of your 


delicacy were always careful to 


avoid the damps of the evenings.” 


. an{wered, that the evening 


was © 


* 


N —— 


| 
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was remarka Ly fine, and that at | 
my requeſt fi had ventured into 


the wood, which now ſhe wiſhed 


me had not done. Why ſo,“ ſaid | 
= hce—* no doubt, as the walk was = || 
F pleaſant, to reſt. yourſelf in the [| 
= wood muſt be very agreeable : and ; | 


your ſiſter would not requeſt. N 
to do any thing that might injure = | 
your health.” I was filent. A little 
= time after his Lordſhip ſaid, that ' |} 
he had buſineſs to ſettle with his 
ſteward, withed us a good evening | 
and retired. After he was gone, 
my ſiſter faid, that ſhe was deter- 
| mined to write to Lord Harley, 
and to give him an account of the 
circumſtances that had evidently 
alarmedhim: as, by a contrary con- | 
duct, he might be induced to judge _ 
= that the had met Mr. Seymour by of J 
1 1 appoint- | 
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appointment. I approved, as 
- doubtleſs you will alſo, as it was 
impoſſible but he had ſeen a man 
with us, and ſince he did not en- 
quire who it was, he muſt have 
been convinced of its being Mr. 
Seymour. I have juſt left my 
ſiſter, who is going to write to his 
Lordſhip, in order to communicate 
this diſtreſſing ſtory to you ; 3 Iſhall 
write again fun, in the mean 
time am, ee ee be AY 
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LADY HARLEY _ 
VV 


1 WILL. not fappoſes your 
Lordſhip can be ſurpriſed at the 
receipt of this, as I hope you ex- 
pe& it. It is dictated by the ſtrict- 


eſt truth, and as ſuch, I hope you 


will both read and ive n to its 
contents. 

Situated as I am, you hs 
give ear to unjuſt ſuſpicions. A 
ſcene of which you was yourſelf an 


eye-witnels, might, I confeſs, juſ- 


tify them. But I hope, when I ſo- 


lemnly aſſert my innocence, . you 


will not deny me a candid hearing. 
2 whe. You 
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| You well know, my Lord, that 
Mr. Seymour was once the object 
of my ſincereſt attachment: but 
when fate reduced my family to 
beggary, unleſs it ſhould be ſaved 
by my union with your Lordſhip, 
I did not heſitate to reſcue them: 
and your Lordfhip muſt alſo have 
ſeen What that ſtep has coſt me. 
had gained a little gleam of re- 
kurning peace, when Mr. Seymour 
cruelly broke in, in order to de- 
ſtroy it for ever, by creating in 
your Lordſhip's breaſt, thoughts | 
2 injurious to my honour, which to 
me is dearer than life. I appeal to 
Heaven for the truth of my aſſer- 
tion, when I, declare myſelf igno- Ml 
rant of Mr. Seymour's being in this 
part of the country, or of his in- 


tention of GS me; which Was 
what 


\ 


what I neither expected or wiſhed 


to do again whilſt I T 


cannot live an object of ſuſpicion, 
and if, after the receipt of this, 
your Lordſhip believes me guilty, 
I conjure you to allow me to retire 
to ſome place, where I may linger 
out the fe remaining days I may 


live, far from your ſight or that of 


my family, as I would not be a re- 


proach to them for their having 
= cauſed me fo many wretched days. 
On the contrary, ſhould your Lord- 
ſhip give due credit to this letter, 


my life to come ſhall be ſpent in 
_ endeavouring to deſerve your con- 
fidence. 


 CONSTANTIA HARLEY, 
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GEORGE BEAUCHAMP, ER 


To 


WILLIAM OSSORY, | Ep 


2 | | Harley och 
E LL, my old friend, how 
goes matrimony on in the North? 
| Ihopermoreproſperouflythanhere, 
where Ilaſt night arrived. And in- 
ſtead of its being a wedding viſit, 
believe I ffrall, before I taxe my 

leave, attend my poor girl's fune- 
ral. Grief has preyed upon the 

fineſt form and features I ever 5 
held; inſomuch that there is 
hardly a ren remaining of Aue 
it once was. In a word, Lady 
Farley is a victim, bleeding on the 
altar of vice. And the wretch 
V OL. II. D W ho 
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who is in poſſeſſion of her, ſeems 
to exult in her ſorrows. My ſtay 
here will be very ſhort, for, as it 
is not in my power to interfere, I 


cannot be a ſilent ſpectator of her 
ſufferings. Seymour, it ſeems, has 


had the. madneſs, for I can call it 


| by no other name, to endeavour to 


ice. Conſtantia. Lord Harley law 


them, and will not believe, what 


do moſt religiouſly, that my 


niece was ignorant of his intentions. 
This has lighted up the never-dy- 
- ing flame of jealouſy. _ The firſt 


thing that preſented itſelf on my 
arrival, was Honoria in tears. 


His Lordſhip was from. home. She 


: 


came to relate what had happened 
the evening before, and did it in 


ſo artleſs and pathetic a manner, 


5 


[4 


as left me not a doubt of the truth 


, . 4 of 
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of what ſhe had been ſaying, I 
deſired to ſee Lady Harley, and 
was conducted by her ſiſter to her 
drefling-room, where ſhe was re- 
clining on a couch. She attempt- 
ed to riſe to receive me, but would 
have fallen to the ground had I 
not caught hold of her, and placed | 
her again on the ſeat from which 
ſhe had juſt riſen, © Ah! my 
dear Sir,” faid ſhe, © how happy” _ 
the ſight of you makes me! You . 
don't know. what I have ſuffered - 
ſince I have been miſtreſs of this 
houſe; but that it will not con- 
tinue long is my only hope. Has 
my ſiſter told you of this laſt 
ſtroke of fate? and can you believe 
that I did not wiſh to ſee Mr. Sey-.j | 
mour, fince it was impoſſible for 
me to be his with honour ? Oh Sir! 
D a : 1 
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it was cruel in him to come into 
my preſence in my preſent ſitua- 
tion. Eord Harley now deteſts me: 
and I have no refuge but in the 
grave. Vet I would not deſcend to 
the manſion of my forefathers es 
leave a ſtain upon my name.” 
1 Conſtantia,” ſaid I, © my heart 
bleeds for your ſituation; and, if 
my whole fortune could procure 
| your happineſs it ſnould be yours; 
blut as it is, my life is at your ſer- 
vice: no one ſhall injure you with 
impunity. No, not an huſband; I 
will defend your honour as my own. 
But it will not look well: for me 
to come <0 the houſe of Lord Har- 
ley in order to quarrel: with him: 
therefore dry your tears. I wilt 
endeavour to Don this breach be- 
| 1 teen 
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tween you and your Lord if poſſi- 
ble. She reſumed a more placid 
aſpect and was chearful; but I ſaw 
that this was put an in order to 
pleaſe me. 

Now what muſt my dialer 
think of himfelf and his vices 
which have led to this train of de- 
ſtruction? I hear that his wife is 
going the way to make him feel 
the folly of his conduct in marry- 
ing a lady of quality. He dares 
not to order a ſervant in his houſe, 
even on a meſſage. I ſhall avoid 
going there when I return to 
town, that he may not be put to 
the bluſh. Edmund is ſtill with 
you, and heart whole, I hope: for 
love is a moſt dreadful thing in 


_ thele hopeful days. 
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I promiſet to give you my hif- 
tory, which ſhall be done very 


In the mean time, I am, 
reſpects to the Counteſs 
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MISS B E A U, HA. 
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S Stanmore Caſtle. 
How: much do I deplore the 
wretched fate of Lady Harley, and 
blame the raſhneſs of Mr. Seymour! 
I alſo pity your ſituation.  T really 
believe that I ſhould have died in 
fimilar circumſtances. I need not 
to talk in this ftram; for 1 have 
difficulties enough to encou nter, 
and have no doubt of aſtoniſhing 
you as much as the contents of 
your laſt did me. However, take 
the ſtory as it happened. Mr. Of= 
fory was indiſpoſed, and, for a few 
days, kept his room, which was 6w- 
5 ing, 


Ing, I believe, to an exceſs of drink- 
ing; for all the gentlemen in this 
country fit long at the table. Lady 

Stanmore was totally regardleſs of 

her father's indiſpoſition; inſo- 

much, that ſhe only paid him a 

morning viſit; and the reſt of the 

day was occupied by ſome amuſe- 
ment or other. I was not a little 
hurt at the unfeeling conduct of 
her Ladyſhip, and ſent one even- 
ing my compliments to Mr. Ollory, 
with an intimation that if he would 
allow me, I would bring my guittar 

jn order to entertain him. He ac- 

ceeged to the anti- room adjoining 
his chamber, to-which he had this 
dy removed. On my entrance, he 
expreſſed great ſatisfaction, and 


| | WF thanks 1 WF having ſe - 
. cluded 


 FIPALU POUDTES,). of 
cluded myſelf from the ſociety” of 
the young and gay, in order to en- 
tertain an old man. Soon after, 
we began to talk of his return to 
Oſſory Place, which he ſaid would 
take place in about a week or ten 
days at fartheſt. The recollection 
of being left in a ſtrange country, 
and alſo amongſt ſtrangers (for 1 
did not confider Lady Stanmore in 
any other light) filled my eyes 
with fudden and involuntary tears. 
Mr. Oſſory was ſilent for ſome 
minutes: at length, he ſaid, my” 
dear amiable girl, F thank you for 
this mark of. your reluctance to 
part with me, as it will enable me, . 
with the more confidence, to fpeak 
to you on a ſubject that has been 
the neareſt to my heart theſe many 

months. 1 believe, I looked ver 
| | D: 5 > e 
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_ fooliſh; and I ſaid nothing, but ſat 
ſtill, until Mr. Offory began to 


enumerate the many difficulties: 
and dangers to which my unpro- 


tected ſtate expoſed me, concluding, 


after he had thrown me into an 


agony my pen cannot deſcribe, 
with offering me his protection, 


which was to be effected by ſuch 


means as I cannot even relate to 
vou. Suffice it to ſay, that a thun- 
derbolt could not have deprived 
me of the uſe of ſpeech mote than 


this declaration of love from Mr. 
Oſſory.— I ſat motionleſs for ſome 
minutes, until his riſing from his 
ſeat and advancing towards me, 
rouſed me from the ſtupor I was in- 


Fearing, leaſt he ſhould conſtrue 
my ſilence into an acquieſcence 
E with . S bot ſaid, „Sir, 


* ry Et I have 
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'Þ have ever reſpected you next to 
the honoured name of my deteaſec 
parent; and will not even now give 
my mind up eaſily to the belief, 
that it is poſſible to leſſen the re- 
verence I feel for the protector 
of my innocence and the friend of 
my youth. Vou, Sir, have cer- 
tainly ſeen ſome indiſcretions in 
my behaviour, and have taken this 
method, however ſevere, to con- 
vince me of the impropriety of my 
conduct ; and be aſſured, Sir, it 
pierces me to the ſoul. How have 
I forfeited the good opinion of my 
beſt friend?“ Tears prevented me 
from uttering more. Mr. Oſſory 
was ſtill ſtanding by my fide, and 
anſwered me, that he was really in 

earneſt in his former propoſals; | 
and he alſo aſſured me, that ſo far 

D 6 ä 
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from having any objectious to my 
deportment, it was from my pro- 
priety of behaviour he had firſt 
formed, and no cheriſhed the 
hopes of my attending to his ſuit; 
adding, that I ought to weigh well 

in my mind his former words, before 
I gave a preremptory anſwer. Itold 
him that heſitation on my part 
was unneceſſary, as I would not 
ſhare a throne with the man of my 
tendereſt affections on any ſuch 
terms. He inſtantly took up theſe 
my laſt words, Oh, faid he, it 
 feems you have your attachments 
then; though you cannot be pre- 
vailed on to liſten to mine. I in- 
ſtantly took my candle and left the 
room, for I could no longer with- 
hold my indignation. With re- 
_ to benefits n received, 1 
did 
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did not with' to give way to my 
feelings on this occaſion amen Mr. | 
Oſfry. 

And now, my dear i 
will you not join your friend in exe- 
crating the villainy of the world, 
that this man, whom I thought al- 
moſt an angel, ſhould have ſhel- 
tered but to betray me ? For this I 
am now confident was his motive, 
when I recolie& his former beha- 
viour to me, which I then con- 
ſtrued into pure benevolence of 

heart. Sad proſpe&t this, at my 
entrance into life! in my very firſt 
ſteps to be convinced of the baſe-- 
neſs of the world! Pray write and 
adviſe me how you would have 
me proceed, Conſult Lady Har- 
ley alſo: ſhe who acts with ſo 
much prudence m her own affairs, 
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62 FATAL FO LLIES," 
can ſurely counſel beſt in mine. 1 


know I have the good wiſhes of 
both my friends, and doubt not 


their Oi, Which is the only co con- 
ſolation of 5 


4 


i 2-0 
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MRS. BE AUCHAMP,” 


Stanmore Caſife; / 


2 HOPE my dear Mrs. Beau- 
champ will forgive my neglecting 
to write to her ſooner. I am but 
a bad correſpondent, not like her 
ſentimental daughter, Lady Harley 
and Miſs Beauchamp, they and 
Miſs Leiceſter have wrote whole 
volumes ſince we arrived here. 
But, you know, they love pure 
nature, and here it is in abundance. 
Now I feel a penchant for la belle 
nature, which I have been ſearch- 
Ing for in vainever ſince I entered 
this 
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this caſtle. I wiſh you could per 


ſuade your citizen-huſband to come. 
down here, or let you take the 
journey alone, which would doubt- 

lefs be preferable... We could con- 


trive to make this place tolerable,” 


I-think. At- preſent, except Miſs - 
Welt, a friend of mine, whom I. 

ſhall endeavour to get married 
among theſe boors; for, poor thing, 
ſhe is not overloaded with the gifts. 


of fortune, and therefore, we who - 
are, muſt- aſſiſt in getting them 


matched.—Except this girl, there 


is not a perſon here to enliven . 


the /ombre. appearance of this 


Place. Vour ſon-in- law, Edmund, 


is as ſentimentally ſtupid as one 
could with. He has not ſaid one 
civil thing to me ſince we ſet out 


on our journey hither. But one 
8 ___ muſt 


| F A TAL OLLI ES.. G5 
muſt excuſe theſe half ed 
People, and leave them to 
ſelves. Perhaps you ih to know 
how I like matrimony—Ld, /a 7 
There is not variety enongh in it 
for à woman of any ſpirit; and 
the country. man Lam in, is more 
prudiſh than our on. I I ſpeał 
or look out of his common way, 
Lady Ann Stanmore, my Lord's 
old virgin aunt, ſays, Oh, fye, 
Lady Stanmore, is that ſuitable to 
the dignity of a married woman? 
1 declare, if you go on at this 
rate, you will be the talk, of the 
_ whole country round us. Then, 
J reply, © thank you, my dear 
Lady Anne, for this piece of in- 
telligence ! To be the talk of every 
one round me is my delight: there 
is no life to be compared with it.. 
1 5 181 On 
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On this ſhe lifts up her hands, 
ſhakes her wiſe head, and exclaims, 
hat will women come to at laſt 
in theſe licentious times ?** And 
leaves me, I ſuppoſe, to meditate 
on the wickedneſs of the age. 
I have planned ſome charming 
improvements here, that will ſerve 
to amuſe the ſolitude of this dreary 
place, which always puts me in 
mind of an * . which _ 
thus: 


4 4} 


| ee Ober #4 V7 d i 8 rude nn and bare, 
4 As a and r rage dy 1 & was P 


The later babe rof this anz would 
not anſwer to the ſituation of Stan- 
more. Our party will be enlivened 
next week by the arrival of ſome 
company, friends of my Lord's, 
nn will come * opportunely, as 
—_ 
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my father leaves us, as well as ſome 
other gueſts, juſt at that time. 
Apropos about my father: I have 
found out the moſt charming ſe- 
cret ! Do you know that he is in 
love? Now, don't laugh, until I 
tell you with whom ! And then, if 
you refrain, Iſhall wonder. You are 
doubtleſs conjecturing that my 
future mother-in-law is to be Lady 
Ann Stanmore, No! Gueſs again. 
Come, I'll be good natured and tell 
you. What think you of the prudent, 
polite, matronly Miſs Leiceſter ? 
*Tis' poſitively true She has wks 
: been angling for the old man's 
heart and has actually caught it. 
1 wiſh 1 could have ſeen him fal- 
ling at her feet, and making 4 
tender of his ſweet perſon. She is 
* fond of nnn. a piece of 


5 e 
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dome hers fobd 1 q 
That boaſts to Jove as well as me; 
Come hither-and thy flame approve, 

* PH dach diet hat it 3s to love, = 


And by vchat marks tre pa ſſion may ue 
© It is to be all bathed i in tears, 
. To lde pon finfle for years; | | 
WO. © Tv lewhaleages at'a beavty's Footy: 1 
1 To kneel, to ſigh, e and implores. 3 
Aud, cho“ ſhe diſdatn, adore; Aa 
1 eee iy Fling for.” 


— I fappoſe a has cavght 
we. — he, doubtleſs, wil de 
it: us: ji Ons. * ptobable * 
hall interfere, and Ipoil the match 
2 it os — * ny were 
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married, and removed ta Oſſory 
Place, what a charming. party 
might be made between Mrs, Of. 
fory and Lady Harley? They might 
deplore their hard- fate in ſuch 
tender ſtrains ; to be both of them 
obliged to fill a rank nature never 
intended them for, and to poſleſs 
fortunes for which they had no 
pretenfion or reliſh ! Then Miſs. 
Beauchamp might be the com- 
mon friend of both—it would be 
delightful. I have not time now 
to inform you how. found out 
this precious ſecret, as I am juſt. 
going to take an airing with my 
Lord, in order to pay a morning 
viſit to ſome of our neighbours, . 
from which. I ſhall. return Vas, 


poured. to death. Pray pay at- 
den 
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DEAR HARRY, 

| | Stanmore Caftle, 
1 Ae in Is that there 
are ſome hopes of your joining'our 
party here, as I aſſure you, I more 
forcibly feel your fafuation now, 
though at a diſtance from you, 
than ever I did before. The heart 
that is free itſelf, can have no con- 
ception of the ten thouſand. ago- 
nizing moments - attendant on a 

ſincere and unalterable attachment; 
and ſuch, I fear, I have formed, 
which leads me to partake of your 
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ſorrows. Nay, I am not ſo happy 
as you! For I was never certain of 
a return of affection; nor am I 
aſſured that the heart I ſigh after 


is, at this moment, diſengaged: 


You will. ſay, when I tell you who 
ſhe is that has thus captivated me, 
that I have made no bad choice. 
Then know, i it is Miſs Leiceſter, the 
humble friend of the Counteſs of 
Stanmore: a cireumſtance, which, 
when I think of it, enters like iron 


into my foul. I am penetrated 


with grief and indignation, when 
F reflect, that beauty and worth, 


like hers, is ſubject to the caprice 


of ſuch a woman as her Ladyſhip, 
who takes every opportunity to 
ſhew her ſuperiority; and treats! a 
ſpirit, ſo much exalted above her 
on, in ſo umvorthya manner. The 


natural 
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natural impetuoſity of my diſpoſi- 
tion prompts. me almoſt to ſay rude 
things to Lady Stanmore, but 
hitherto I have reſtrained my tem- 
per, fearing to offend Miſs Leiceſter 
by ſeeming} to interfere in what! 
did not concern me. I believe I 
rather went too far yeſterday after 
dinner. When the ladies had xe- 
tired, our converſation took rather 
a free turn, and Miſs Leiceſter, 
with ſome other young ladies, was 
introduced as the ſubject. Mr. Oſ- 
ſory and the gentlemen preſent all“ 
joined in praiſe of Miſs Leiceſter 8 
beauty, but talked ſo lightly of 
her, that I could not bear their 
convexſation any longer or keep 
ſilence. I ſaid, my acquaintance 
was very ſhort with the Lady in 
queſtion, but that I thought that 
er;, E man 


— 
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man muſt be a ſcoundrel who 
would' offer to injure her, either 
by word or action. Mr. Oſſory 
ſeemed greatly offended, and faid, 
he knew of none that did not wiſh 

her as well as myſelf: but that, if 
J intended to ſtand forw ard as her 
champion, no doubt but the 
Lady would repay me with her fa- 
vour. They all joined in the laugh 
againſt me. I did not fit long af- 
ter, but retired to the garden, in 
order to walk away my ill humour 
defore 1 ſhould join the ladies at 

tea. I had juſt got into a profound 

revery, when I ſaw Miſs Leiceſter 

ſitting on a ſeat at ſome diſtance, 

with her handkerchief held to her 

eyes. I inſtantly ſtepped into ano- 
ther path in order to conceal my- 
ſelf, as I know nothing more im- 
; pertinent 
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pertinent than to intrude one's ſelf 
on the ſorrows of another, unleſs 
they are on ſo intimate a footing 
as to demand the cauſe, and en- 
deavour, when it is known, to alle. 
viate it. This not being my caſe 
in the preſent inſtance, although I 
would have given worlds that it had, 
kept at a diſtance, and obſerved the 
lovely mourner without been ſeen by 
her. She held a paper in her hand, 
perhaps a letter from the man of her 
heart, and was at that moment 
deploring the diſtance which now 
ſeparated them. I formed an hun- 
dred conjectures, and abandoned 
them all, as I could not be certain if 
any of them was right. At length 
ſhe took up her guittar, of which in- 
ſtrument ſhe is a perfect miſtreſs, 
and played a moſt delightful plain- 

1 tive 
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tive air. When I thought her 
mind was a little quieted, I again 
entered the path which I had left, 
and joined her. She aroſe at my 
approach. Bleſs me, Mr. Beau- 
champ, ſaid ſhe, have the gentle- 
men broke up their party ſo ſoon ? 
No! ſaid I, they have not; but as 
I had a flight head-ach, I thought 
a turn in the air would remove it 
before I ſhould j Join you ladies at 
the tea- table. But, pray, may 1 
not aſk why you have {trolled out 
into the garden alone? Yes, ſaid 
ſhe, VII tell you: I was uncom- 
monly lowoſpirited, and as Lady 
Stanmore is never troubled, with 
any ſuch thing, I thought ſolitude 
| would beſt, ſuit my preſent diſpoſi- 
tion. She then began to enquire 
alter my ſiſters, and to talk about 
| Q them. 
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them. You too was mentioned. 
I will not tell you half ſhe ſaid 
about you; but ſhe proved to me 

both the goodneſs of her heart, 
and that ſhe poſſeſſed a moſt cul- 
tivated and elegant mind. I muſt © 
break off, as we are going to look 

at” Youre: ue n is to 
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| firong impulſe that has ſeized me, 
to tell you an adventure I have 


e 
* 


MISS LEICESTER _ 
" P91" 1 | ro 5 


#. 


gin Gini 
'e OULD not reſiſt a very 


had here: I know that my letters 
are never diſpleaſing to you, who 


take ſuch an intereſt in every 
thing that concerns me. I do not 
ſay this on the ſcore of vanity, but 


friendſhip. My laſt was a ſubje&t 


T of ſorrow ; and it ſtill continues 


to be ſo, whenever it comes acroſs 
my imagination. But to my pro- 


miſed ſtory, which at preſent I 


can Lonly relate as far as I have ſeen. 
X Lord 
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Lerd and Lady Stanmore, with - 
Lady Ann and Mr. Offory were to 
go to dine with the Duke of A, 
and Miſs Welt not being very well, 
1, out of civility, ſtaid at home to 
1 her company Vour brother 
was gone with Mr, Graham on a 
party farther in the country ; and 
ſo wo were alone, Lady Stanmore = 
_ therefore propoſed to Miſs. Weſt 
that we ſhould take the chariot for 
an airing, to which ſhe canſented, 
as much for the compliment pen: 
| thi 1g ane as e ſhe had Gibbon 
that ſhe was too ill to leave her room. 
It was to ſnew me the preferene 
her Ladyſhip had ſhewn to her; for 
when I was unwell a few days ber. 
fore, none of the family, except _ 
the Rn whois a very good _ 
ILY E 4ͤß’ꝗ᷑5 R2 
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Kind of woman, came near me. 
On our being ſeated in the chariot, 
we were aſked where we would wiſh 
to be driven? Miſs Weſt ſaid, ſhe 
did not care; and aſked me to di- 
rect the road. I told the coach» 
man, as I was a ſtranger to the 
country, he might chuſe ſome 
pretty romantic road, and where 
we had not been with Lady Stan- 
more. He drove us, for a few miles, 
along the foot of a ridge of hills: 
and then turned off into a wild 
"and mountainous tract, where we 
were ſurpriſed to ſee a natural caſ- 
Cade many feet deep, which fel 
into a rivulet that falls into the 
river Tay, about eight miles diſ- 
tant. Miſs Weſt deſired the coach- 
man to ſtop, as ſhe withed to con- 


q template the icene before her. 1 
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84 1 would alight and explore 
4 what was hidden amongſt the 
rocks where the carriage could not 
paſs. I did ſo, taking the foot- 
man with me, and went through 
a narrow pals that would hardly 
admit-a horſe. On walking a lit- 
tle farther, I was. agreeably ſur- 
priſed by a beautiful plantation of 
trees, in the midſt of which ſtood 
a moſt romantic cottage. Around 
the door was an arbour moſt beau- 
tifully fancied, covered, with wild 
briars, and entwined with honey- 
ſuckle and jeſſamine. L ſtopped to 
admire the neatneſs of every thin gl I 
ſaw,which ſeemed to belong to ſome 
one who had xenounced all inter- 
courſe with the world. 1 turned 
round to the ſervant, and ſaid, 
L Fray was you ever here before? ? 
& 
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Do you know to whom that houſe 
belongs. es,“ he anſwered, 1 
have been here once before: but 1 
don't rightly know what Madam's 
name is who lives in it: but the is 
dead, and her daughter lives here 
now: we be thinking that Miſs 
won't like to live among theſe hills 
now old * 1 Ak tai : 


4 rifal er preſented herſelf, com- 
ing through a wicket gate which 
ted to their little garden. She 
curtſied very gracefully, but look- | 
ed confuſed ; however ſhe very 
foon recovered herſelf, and afked 
me if I would venture into her 
cottage and reſt myſelf, as I muſt 
| have walked a conſiderable way, 

there being no houſe near hers. I 


thanked her; and after nk ſent 
the 
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the footman back to make my ex- 
cuſe to Miſs Weſt, and to enquire 
if ſhe wiſhed to return, I followed 
the lady through the little arbour 
into a very pretty and neat room, 
furniſhed with great plainneſs, 
but alſo much taſte. I believe I 
looked with an inquiſitive eye, 
which was ſeen by my entertainer. 

Indeed, Madam,” ſaid ſhe, © I 
have been here for more than two 
years; and you are the firſt lady 
who have honoured my cot with 

a a viſit. May I be permitted to aſæ 
if you are an inhabitant of this 
country, or only paſſing through 


it ? If the former, I may hope for -. 


this honour again.“ I aſſured her, 
that I was very At in having 
found out her habitation, and that, 
with her permiſſion, I would be a 


Y 


28 | very 
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turned to Miſs 
. eee at being detained: 
ow. A | whullt 


very fi requent viſitor there. 
anſwered, that ſhe —— con- 
ſider my acquaintance an honour: 
but that ſhe muſt accept it under 
one reſtriction, namely, that I 


would never bring any one with me 


tothe cottage.” With this condition 
I readily complied, and was about to- 

take my leave, when ſhe ſaid,” I 
am ſure you wiſh to be acquainted 
Why I, who am fo young a woman, 
ſhould chuſe ſuch a' ſequeſtered: 
ſpot as this to reſide in: and you 
ſhall, in the courſe of your viſits 
Here, be d&quainted with my ſtory;. 
Which indeed is not very intereſt- 
ing; although that of my deceaſed 
parent, 1 doubt not; will appear ſo 
8e I took my leave, and re- 
Weſt, who was very 


3 TAL SOUL Ss. ww) 
Whilſt I paid viſits to all the beg- 
gars around the country. This 
was ſufficient to ſilence me, and, 
as I determined not to tell her 
of the fair unknown, I had lei- 
{ure to indulge my own reflections. 
The following lines, applicable 
to the preſent occaſion, came to 
my remembrance: : 


Far in a winding vale obſcur'd, 
% This peerleſs bud I found; - 1 
« And ſhadowing rocks and woods conſpir dt. 
Fo fence her beauties. round.“ \ 


« That Nature in ſo lone a dell 
*« Should form a face ſo ſweet, 
Or Fortune to her ſecret cell 
Conduct my wandering feet.. — 


However, I hope you will ſee and 
be pleaſed with this charming girl; 
I am all deat until. I can 

make 


, ie. 
* 
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make a ſecond viſit to the cot 
which, as ſoon as I have done, 
you ſhall hear again from, 
Yours, 
MATILDA LEICESTER. 
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'GEQRGE BEAUCHAMP, Eſq. 
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EDMUND BEAUCHANDP, Efp 
DEAR NEPHEW, 


E I THANK you for the punc- 
tuality with which you fulfill your 
promiſe of writing to me fre- 
quently. Vour letters are the more 
ſeaſonable to me, that I was obliged 
precipitately to leave Lord Harley's 
in conſequence of a damnable 
gout, and am now confined even 
to my bedchamber. I have been 
ſlightly affected formerly, but it 
has of late become ſo violent that 
there is ſcarcely one of my ac- 
CO Gall» | 


— 


ane 
1 quaintance that cares to come near 
me: and for my ſervants, I have 
enjoined them abſolute filence, 
unleſs when J put any queſtion to 
them. Why! ſhould I carry on, at 
my time of life, the farce of ſocial 

intercourſe among a ſet of people 
who viſit me merely to kill time; 
and who, if I were dead and bur- 
ried to-morrow, would be more ſorry 
for the death of a favourite dog or 
cat? The greater part of my 
friends have gone to the land of 
Forgetfulneſs. Old Oſſory you 
Have with you at Stanmore. Vou 
are not ignorant of my ſentiments 
concerning ſome families, in which 
I might be ſuppoſed to be at home 
What do I: wait for in this cut ſed 
world? To be the talk of the 


{77 and the zeſt | 
fools? 


e F 


(5 


— 
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fools | Jo ſit in a chair wrapped 
up in flannel, with my legs laid 
horizontally on a ſtool? To hear 
the mewing of a cat, the only ani- 
mal 1 can ſuffer to come near me, 
and to ſip a diſh of coffee or tea: 
Little Hawkins, the wooden-legged 
doctor, has put me into this paſſion. 

Ho do ye do, Mr. Beauchamp, 
ſaid he, grinning“ you was won't 
to hold Phyſicians in great con- 
tempt: you are forced to implore 
their aid at laſt, are you? In- 
plore not aid from you, Sir, PUNT 
ſternly replied; nor from any 
man, and ſearcely from inviviſible 
and ſuperior powers. 80 ſaying, 
Tput two guineas into his little ſoft 
hand, which 1 ſqueezed with 
- ſuch ardour of anger, and ſuch a 
power of ' muſcular contraction, 
A 1 
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as cauſed him to roar out in great 
anguiſh—* 1 have yet good ſta- 
mina, have Lnot, Doctor?“ Com- 
pole. yourſelf, Mr. Beauchamp,“ 

ſaicl he, it becomes my duty, 
and it ſhall be my endeavour to 
Prevent this dreadful malady, with 


which Providence has afflicted 


vou, from gaining ground on your 


body upwards, and at laſt, faſtening 


on your head and brain, the grand 


organ of perception. and intellect, 


.an ENCr oachment, of which, 1 fear, | 


vou give too often | unequivocal 


ſymptoms. He proceeded to pre- 


ſcribe ſuch a regimen as might not, 


indeed, be ſufficient to induce every 
Perſon toundergothepainof xeſign- 
ing human life; but which, I am 
ſure, would deter any r engl ſpirit, 
if it were not caged in an human 
9 trunk 1 
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trunk unawares, from accepting 
it. He concluded his aſſiſtance, for 


the preſent, by ſcratching ſome hie - 
roglyphical figures on paper to be 
ſent to an apothecary. At the head 
of the ſtairs he was met by that bow⸗ 
ing, ſmiling ſycophant, that vile 
toadreater, parſon Proteus the 
Scotchman, whom Iendure when] 
am well, becauſe, mixed with no un- 
ſavoury lies and ſcandal, he now 
and then gives a piece of real 
news, To this being, I very diſ- 
tinctly heard the doctor ſay, in the 
accents of laughter, Old Beau - 
champ is very cruſty: he has got a 
will be a mercy if we can conhne 
it to his feet: he has been like 
moſt other fools, addicted to in- 
temperaace,”—On this 1 bellowed 
. out 
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out that I would inſtantly, if he 


did not depart, never to return, 
bruiſe all his bones: a reſolution 
wich I certainly catertaitied at that 
moment. It is well he was not 
within my reach. I would 1 not, 
certainly, bruiſe his living bones ; 
but by —— I would, even now, 
break his wooden- leg. Vou ſee 
then, nephew, how IJ am ſitu- 
ated. I have printed books by me in 
abundance, and I could, without 
diff culty, obtain more. But one 
wearies of ſalted proviſions. 1 
- confider'a letter from you, giving 


an account of what ſtrikes you in 


the North, as a freſh fel to a paſ- 
ſenger on board an Indiaman with- 
in a few leagues of St. Helens. 
There is no want of tours into 


eee But they are 
ml | withered 


5 
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withered roſes; min | is ſweet from 
the tee. f 


Write to me every * at 8 
ne and let your letters be 


long ones. Look, you Chriſtian 
90g, to St. Paul's letters to the 


Romans and to the Corinthians! 
There's letters for you in point of 
length, as well as other 2908 qua- 8 
lities. „ 
I have e to do with 1 
Londoners. . I care only for the 
few that care for me. I know not 
whether I would not conſult my 
own happineſs, molt effectually by 
reverting to a ſy ſtem; of ſilence, 


which I practiſed, near twenty 


years ago, in my voyage to India. 


Aye, India! that is now my coun, 


try. There my ſoul, whether 
dreaming or awake, hovers. over 
14181775 | | ſcenes 


9s rArarforrres 
ſeenes of exquiſite ſenſibility and 
joy; that can never, alas, Yeturn ! 
It was in India that paradiſe lay ; ; 
and, until a late period; continued 
ke lie. The object of all my wiſhes 
and vows, having been ſuddenly 
called to this early land, from 
Great-Britain, I took the firſt ſhip 
to follow her. For the firſt two 
months of the voyage, I thought 
only of her, and ſpoke not of 
courſe one word to any mortal: 
All that was neceſſary, in the cir- 
cumſcribed ſociety; of which I was 
then a member, being tranſacted 
by mute ſigns. This ſilence be- 
came habitual to me: and I con- 
tinued it during the voyage, even 
after that tender melancholy 
which had occaſioned it, was; in 

ſome . brightened up by 
length 


PATAL ros. 95 
length e of time, and new incidents, 
and new objects. Quarrels, bick- 
erings, miſunderſtandings, jealou- 
ſies, I perceived had, not unfre- 
quently, ariſen among the paſſen- 
gers, as well as between them and 
the captain, and the officers of the 
ſhip : Which ſeems very odd; but 
which is, in reality, a miniature 
picture of human manners and 
life. Theſe, it was eaſy to trace 
to the levity, the ſelf- importance, 
and the heat of unguarded and 
extemporary converſation. Ithere- 
fore kept my tongue, as Homer 
ſays, if I remember rightly, within 
the guard of my teeth. This reſo- 
lution I religiouſly kept during 
the whole voyage : nor indeed, did 
I ever feel the ſmalleſt inclination 
to break _— it, I offended 

| nobody, 
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nobody, and nobody. offended n me. 
The brute beaſts, thoſe of the ſame 
kind at leaſt, agree very well to- 
gether. Why do men and women 
quarrel ſo often? It is becauſe 
they have the faculty of ſpeech.— 
The pen, it is true, is as frequent 
on of quarrel as the 


Ws” 


tongue : but as it cannot be one 
a between us, uſe it, as you now do, 
which will amuſe and conſole, 
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Harley Lodge,'? 
OUR two laſt letters have 
boch ſurprized me, but the firſt 
the moſt. I am really ſorry to 
give up the veneration in which 1 
held the character of Mr. Oſſory, 


and to think of him in a light ſo 
vile as that in which your letter 
places him in my imagination. 


Alas! How ought young people, 
eſpecially females, to value the life 
of their parents? For the inſtar 
their grave is cloſed, the orphan 
becomes a prey to the arts of infa- 

V mous 
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mous men; nay, of almoſt the 
whole world. The name of father 
or brother awes the villain into 
ſome reſtraint: for profligate and 
abandoned manners are ſeldom 
found in conjunction with per- 
ſonal courage and bravery. But 
theſe fences being removed, the 
cruel ſeducer finds a fair field 
for the exerciſe of his licenti- 
* ouſneſs. No man will riſk his 
life where his own honour. or 
that of his family 1s not concerned. 
Indeed, the world in general, in 
ſuch caſes, I fear, too eaſily blame 
our ſex and excuſe the other. 
Were there a candid - hearing of 
both parties, I hope and believe, 
| * the honour of our ſex, that the 
blame would generally fall on the 
ſeducer. What a pity it is that 
. F de 
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— 
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the age which requires moſt cau- 
tion, ſhould be the leaſt on its 
guard? not that I fay this im re- 
ference to you, for I believe you 
poſſeſs more prudence than is com- 
mon . at your age, I wiſh now 
that Mr. Oſſory had left Stanmore, 
as his ſtay muſt be unpleaſant to 
you: and I hope to hear of his 
arrival at Oſſory Place. Let me 
know in your next how you part. 
Your diſcovery of! the Fair Cottager, 
I conſider as a piece of bonne fortune, 
as ſhe may prove a very pleaſant 
companion to you. My ſiſter and 
myſelf have formed an opinion, 
by your deſcription of her, and 
her retreat, that ſhe muſt be juſt 
the kind of woman you will like, 
for nothing light and trifling would 
live ſo retired. Her ſtory we long 

| „ 11 
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to hear, but Wait with patienee. 
Indeed, we have not much time to 
think of either the joys or ſorrows 
of others, being ourſelves in a ſtate 
that will not admit of ſympathy. 
Qur uncle Beauchamp. has juſt left 
us, as he faid that he found his old 
companion, the gout, was again 
going to attack him, and that a man 
under that diſorder, ſhou Id always 
be at home. He treated Conſtantia 
in ſo truly tender a manner whilſt 
he ſtayed with us, that I could al- 
moft. adore. him. Here is a Sir 
John Seabright, a fr iend of Lord 
Harley s, Who arrived a few days 
ago. I do not know what to make 
of him yet, as my ſiſter does not 
90 down ſtairs, not being able to 
ſee any company. I aſked Mr. 
Beauchamp what be though of our 
gueſt, 
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gueſt , and he anſwered, he tho 110} 


him a man of the world. Now 


this is a character I am not fond 
of, as I have known i 
people very undeſerving; and, by 


my uncle's manner of ſpeaking, 


I ſhould ſuppoſe that this Baronet 


is one of thoſe. Lord Harley came 
this morning into my ſiſter's dreſ- 
ſing-room, and deſired that fhe 


would come down to dinner, or 


that the cloth, ſhould be laid where 


ſhe then was, as he wiſhed to in- 


troduce his friend to her. She en- 


treated that he would not think of 


obliging her to appear before a 


ſtranger in her preſent ill ſtate of } 


health. Oh, faid his Lordſhip, 
Seabright is no ſtranger : he is no- 
body : you. ſhall dine with us, or 


we will dine with you. He im- 


F 3 mediante; 
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mediately left the room. Con- 
ſtantia is preparing to obey Lord 
Harley, while I ſcribble a few lines 
to you. She deſires me to tell you, 
that ſhe can give you no advice 
how to act that your own good 
ſenſe will not ſuggeſt, and that ſhe 
is confident you will do nothing 
improper, in which opinion ſhe is 
heartily joined by | 


% 


_ Yours, 


> HON'ORIA BEAUCHAMYP.”' 


4 
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SIR JOHN SEABRIGHT 


4 To | 
£4 Hike +. 


5d COL ONEL La ROCHE. 


| LE Harley a . 

V 72 ELL, you ſee I have efcaped 
at laſt. I am now in Paradiſe. 
Don't you ſuppoſe, when I make 
uſe of this expreſſion, that I am 
turned whining lover. No, no, I 
am no ſuch driveller. Let Harley 
and all ſuch old dotards bow at the 
ſhrine of beauty; tis my taſk to 
conquer it. I aſk not your kind 
complying females. It is difficut- 
ties that enhance the value of all 
women. I don't like danger tho? ! 
| However, I believe I have none to 
an. 4: 
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fear in this quarter, for his Lor d. 
diup is jealous already of another 
lis al, and I can manage him. I 
have only to win her Ladyſhip, 
who I underſtand is ſentimental 
and in love, The object of her 
paſſion i is a Mr. Seymour, to whom 
her hand was promiſed before the 
interference of Harley. I have 
been here a week, and on the ten- 
ter- hook of expectation. to get 4 
ſigcht of her, of which I was dif- 
nted through her illneſs : be- 
{fades . there was an old Eaſt 
India Nabob, her uncle, here, and 

Harley could not offend him. At 

length the gout happily removed 
him, and the next day I ſignified 5 
to his Lordſhip that this indiſpo- 
ſition might be feigned in order 
to favour Ig who had been 
| 4 


3 ꝙꝙ apr; — 

Ada Shades 11 "ODE mee pas 
1 = bd ge = . 

Ke - * 3113 


44 


* 


— 


WC 


FATAL POLLTES,' Tor, 
ſeen in a 26642-1474 with her Lady 


ſhip in a wood near the houſe, 


only a few weeks ago. He caught 


the idea eagerly, and determined 


that the ſhould no longer ſeclude 


herſelf from our ſociety. | This 
expectation was r 


„Ion, pretty 


high, yet ſhe furpaſſed it, and is 


red, and though my 


poſe, a great deal of affectation. I 


ſhall endeavour to get into her 


good gracesz and, if I ſucceed, L 


can blind Harley I am fure; if not, 


let her Ladyſhip look to herſelf. 


much like, and whom I ſhall en- 


deavour to remove. This, I be- 


lieve, is very eafily done, as I am in 
of the huſbandwhom 
1 I know - 


E 


« 
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I knew him well. Having been 
diſappointed, his preſent purſuit 

| Is revenge : and, if I can turn that 
to my own advantage, who will 
blame me ? I love Lady Harley! 
That is, I will not trifle my time 
away after any woman without 
reaping ſome benefit. I muſt pro- 
ceed with caution ; but ſhe is mine, 

La Roche. I cannot think what 
Harley propoſed to himſelf when 
he married this lovely creature. 
He muſt have compounded for a 
pair of horns that is certain: and 

I doubt not but he is already re- 
warded with the liga of cuckol- 
dom. If not yet, why! I will not 
let much time paſs before he ſhall 
be ſo honoured. It is very true 
Vvhat the women ſay of themſelves, 
for when you complain of them, 

. e 
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they all, both young and old, im“ 
mediately cry, What could you | 

do without us?“ I am ſure this 1 1s 

a queſtion I cannot anſwer : for 
they are the prettieſt play-things 
imaginable, and one can caſt them 

aſide when they no longer amuſe, 

juſt like any other bauble. There 
is never any difficulty to find ano 
ther, when one is caſt off: for „ -- 
nity! dear vanity, always gives the 

fair one a good opinion of her own 
charms; and ſhe herſelf is ever in 
poſſeſſion of the taliſman, which 

can hold the heart of the incon- 

ſtant rover who has ſo eaſily bro- 

ken his former chains. Thus do 

they deceive themſelves and con- 
tribute to our boundleſs wiſh of 

eternal variety, without which life 

FE : would- 
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would not be worth holding. Sa- 
_ crifice the frailties of one female ar 

the ſhrine of another, and you 


need not point out to her, her ſu- 


periority. She enjoys the imagi- 
nary triumph which we in our 
turn partake. I ſhall myſelf look 
out for a goed rich wife, and then 
become conſtant myſelf, until I have 
married her, and that in my opinion 
is ſufficient. Write, I beſeech vou, 

and let me hear how you jolly 
fellows do in town: And alſo, whe- 
ther the Corniſh-Knight has yet 

been able to raiſe the wind. He owes 
me fifty: when he is in cafh re- 
mind him for me, and I'll do as 
much for you' in your abſence if 
you will give me a commiſſion. I 
am ae here; 3 for Harley | is go- 
. . 9 
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ing for a few days to town on 
buſineſs, and I have full power 
in his abſence : Give me joy of 
my new appointment. 


1 


J. SEABRIGH . 
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MISS BEAUCHAMP. 
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; | Stanmore Caſtle. 
E1 Turs place is, indeed, rendered 
daily more diſagreeable to me, as 
you feared, after the novelty of the 
ſcene ſhould be worn off, it would 
be. „ e 3 
You wiſh to know Mr. Offory's 
treatment of me ſince his declara- 
tion of love. This is very different 
from his former manner of beha- 
viour, I aſſure you. Nay, I think, 
I find a viſible alteration in Lord 
Stanmore's manner when he ſpeaks 
to me. As to her Ladyſhip, her 
| kindneſs was never very conſpicu- 
: ous : 
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ous. The other evening her Lady- 
ſhip was ſpeaking about marriage, 
and ſaying that ſhe had an huſband 
in her eye for Miſs Welt, as ſhe 
muſt provide for her firſt. Miſs 
Leiceſter, ſhe ſaid, having an inde- 
_ pendent fortune, was not in fuch 
haſte. This ſtartled me, and I re- 
plied, certainly your Ladyſhip does 
not mean to inſult my poverty; 
and yet I know not how to account 
for your preſent declaration of my 
independence any other way: 
would to heaven I was indepen- 
dent! She replied, I don't know 
what you may call independence, 
Miſs! but, I think, if you examine 
your papers carefully, you will be 
convinced I am right in my aſſer- 
tion. She left the room with Miſs 
Weſt—I was at a loſs to compre- 

| hend: 


0 AER 


F 
* x S „ „% 


— ß 
= a 
Man vs Mi W rr 3 D * 
2 ELEC „ 
=_ 3 R e 5 
2 . l 7 E N 2 22 = \ f M 
// / / e ES ga conn on 
\ & = - ” - x * of l \ G 

= =_ * | 2 * n — 5 —— — * " 1 o bo 22 — * * 2 
a” — aq Py — $ X > = bh ; 


— _— K„« — 
* q ” 654 
. 0 wy : . 47 1 
ann r ee 83 * PR > "ine "woes , 
— age m6 ag - oy « 


— —— —ñ PI; —— — 
= = —— > „„ — 1 l RET ap 


— bean oy — 04 WR 28 
E to rr eee or oro . - 


* 


—— Si i S_- w _ » X »!“')“ n 4411 dp rs" 2 
r ͤ ů tity © WAI. 1 rs ID, re Anger + rt of 
8 
0 1 
; 
: 


— jo 4 * * 
— —— One 
—— — reg ht 


hend What ſhe meant, until the 


112 FATAL FOLLIBS, 


bond, which Mr. Offory had given 
me, came into my mind. 5 But how 
Lady Stanmore knew. of it I am at 


@ loſs to gueſs. I was determined to 
return it before he left this place, 


as it certainly carries an odd ap- 


pearance that I ſhould receive ſuch 
a thing from Mr. Oſſory, and not 
have made his daughter acquainted 
with it; | 


agh at the time he 
gave it to me, and requeſted my 
fecrecy, I thought his benevolent. 
motives for the concealment of his 
bounty to me, were ſufficient to 
excuſe my ſilence. Now, as I am 
1 gueſs the cauſe of his 


generoſity at that time, I cannot 
| keep the bond which my character 
demands that I ſhould give up. 1 


am now aſhamed to think that 
eg ay 
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Lady Stanmore ſhould entertain ſo 
mean an opinion of me as ſhe 
doubtleſs does; and it is impoſſible 
for me to tell her why I did not 
make known my being in poſſeſſion 
of ſuch a thing, or why, after my 
accepting it, I now reſign it. How - 
ever, reſign it I will, and depend 
on Providence for protection, Mr. 
Oſſory is to leave us in two days. 
It is time that ſome of our viſitors 
departed, for there is hardly room 
in the caſtle for the company : we 
have at this time three families be- 
ſides our own”: Lady Stanmore has 
driven away Lady Ann. She is 
gone to Edinburgh on a viſit. I 
believe, and her Ladyſhip hopes, 
that ſhe will never return. She 
took a very affectionate leave of 
Lord 3 and did me the 
honour 
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honour to requeſt that I would a ac- 
company her in his Lordſhip's car- 


riage the firſt ſtage of her journey, 
in the courſe of which, ſhe made 


ſome very judicious remarks on the 


conduct of her niece, Lady Stan- 


more, not very much to her Lady- 
ſhip's honour. We parted good 
friends, for though a very odd, yet 
ſhe is a very good woman. It 
may be good breeding in Lady Stan- 
more, but I do not approve of it, 


that her huſband ſhould be the 
only man to whom ſhe is inatten- | 


tive. I believe he is not pleaſed 


himſelf; for he ſometimes gives 


her hints, that he is forgotten in 


her ſolicitude to pleaſe others. She 


is never happy but when the whole 
attention of the men is paid to 


Herſelf; Here is a Lady Lindores, 


a beau; 
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a beautiful and amiable woman, 
whom her Ladyſhip delights in 
teazing by making her jealous, as 
ſhe loves her huſband, and is al- 
ways unhappy at his attention, or 
indeed his ſpeaking with more than 
common civility to any other wo- 
man. I do not approve of Lady 
Lindores' folly, yet think it cruel 
in any one, knowing her weakneſs, Y 
to take an advantage of it on pur- 
poſe to make her both ridiculous 
and uneaſy: for I cannot think 
Lady Stanmore has any other mo- 
tive in her continually talking of 
the perfections of Lord Eindores, 
_ when abſent, and her marked pre- 
ference of him, when preſent, than 
her natural diſpoſition to render 


FOO Goa In the preſent 
inſtance 
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inſtance, her attempts meet with 


too much ſucceſs. Poor Lady 


Lade 1s continually: watching 


the ann turns the diſcourſe to 


che neglect of her Lord, faying, 
he is ſure he is in love with 
Lady Stanmore, and lamenting 
her ſituation, in ſuch. terms, that 
I really pity, altough 1 ſome- 
times blame her. 1 1 to 
Potſuade her that ſhe is wrong, 
and that the cauſe of her uneaſi- 
neſs is only gaiety on the part 
of Lady Stanmore, and gallantry 
on that of her Lord: but I am 
never able to convince her of 
the truth of what I ſay, and ſhe 
always leaves me with a-figh. 
I expect that you will be an- 


Fair 
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Fair Cottager, whom I have ne- 
ver. been able to call 'on ſince 
my firſt accidental viſit. The 
weather has not been good. Be- 
ſides, her requeſt that I would 
come alone, has prevented me: for 
it is impoſſible to be a moment; 


| alone here. The firſt hour I can, 


I will take a ride and ſpend an 
hour with her. The carriage goes 
to meet Mr. Seymour in the morn- 
ing. I do not think he will long 
remain amongſt us: we are too 


gay for his diſpoſition. I am cer- 
tain. With beſt reſpects to 0 


ſiſter, I am, det LR 
_ Yours, | | CET 


MATILDA LEIG8STER, "3 
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HEN RY SE Y MOUR, Efq. 
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MISS LAURA SEYMOUR. 


| Stanmore Caſtle. 


8H OULD be inexcuſable to 
myſelf, did I delay writing to you, 
and giving you notice of my ſafe 
arrival here. Your attention to 
me, indeed, my deareſt ſiſter, de- 
mands my moſt lively gratitude. 
My heart acknowledges the obliga- 
tion, and I hope ſome time to 
diſcharge i it. e ee 
I found my friend Stanmore well, 
and I hope happy; although, when 
I aſked him whether he retained ; 
his good opinion of matrimony, 
he ſaid, Oh yes,” and directly 


waved 
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FATAL FOLLIES,- 119 
waved the ſuhject. This is, abſo- 
lutely, the court of Comus! and, at 
ſuch a court, I am an unfit viſitant. 
Indeed, I every where find that I 
am rather a check upon a ſoceity, 
which, to ſay truth, I do not re- 
liſh. Life has, to me, loſt all its 
charms, and there. is nothing” I 
ſo much wiſh for as to reſign it. I 
don't intend to make my ſtay here 
long, and, when I quit Stanmore, 
I propoſe to make a tour into Italy, 


where I will not have any one at- 


tendant that can remind me of 
paſt ſcenes: for the domeſtics, who 
have lived with us in happier days, 
only ſerve to nouriſh the remem.. 
brance that thoſe once exiſted. * 
am determined on purſuing the 
plan I have laid down, and I ſhall 
not even write to you, my ſiſter, 

/ until 
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until 1 have gained that ſerenity 1 
Hope « one day to recover. I do not 
intend to mention my intentions 
to any one here; but it was im- 
poſſible to withdraw myſelf from 
you without giving ſome account 
of myſelf. You know, and have 
participated in my forrows, and, in a 
great meafure, have contributed to 
recall my ſcattered ſenſes to that de- 
gree of reaſon I now poſſeſs, an obli- 

gation which I ſhall ever accknow- 
ledge. Thave made my arrangements 

ſo as that I fhall be made acquainted 
every week, during my abſence, of 
your health, and I am fure our 
aunt will contribute all in her 

4 power to your happineſs. I mall 
no- ' ſubſcribe my fit; 


mo \ our” . — 


HENRY SEYMOUR. 
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LAVIN G now been ſome time 
in Caledonia, Iam enabled, in ſome- 
meaſure, to comply with your 
requeſt” reſpecting the mode of 
hving in this Caſtle, and other gen- 
tlemen” 8 ſeats in the neighbour- | 
hood, and whatever I may think' 
moſt intereſting and amuſing 1 in the 
cuſtoms and ria K £ 
try people. And J ſhall be very 
happy, if, by theſe — 1 ſhall 
vor. II. G be 
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be able in any degree to amuſe 
your retirement. Though the air 
of this manſion is truly Gothic, 
and the tenantry, as well as the in- 
ferior gentry around, ſeem well 
enough diſpoſed to pay the ho- 
mage of vaſſals to the Great Baron 
who reſides in it, yet the educa- 
tion of Lord Stanmore in England, 
and his inter-marriage with the 
Oſſory family, have introduced 
into his houſe, Engliſh ſervants, 
manners, and cuſtoms: nor is 
there: any thing here, fance the 
departure of Lady Ann, his 
maiden aunt, for Edinburgh, ex- 
cept our viſitors, which are indeed 
very numerous, that may ſervs to 
remind us that we are not in Eng- 
land. Among thoſe remembrancers 
” muſt not omit to number the 


. clergyman 
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clergyman and ſteward, whom T 
mentioned to you in a former let- 
ter. Theſe, indeed, are almoſt 
conſtant inmates; for although 
they have houſes of their own, 
cloſe by the park, theſe are not 
diſtinguiſhed by ſuch tables as are 
kept at the Caſtle of Stanmore. - 
The parſon, among other good 
qualities, likes to live well; and 
Macalpine, who has nothing ſocial 
about him, and is really abſtemious, 
for the ſteward of a great Lord, in 
his mode of living, hangs con- 
ftantly on at my Lord's table, 
partly from vanity and partly 
from a jealouſy, leſt in his abſence 
ſome facts or notions ſhould be in- 
ſinuated to his Lordſhip contrary 
to his own ſchemes and intereſt, 
For this old raſcal affumes all the 
eg 80 | Ga _ -. mn 
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power and Pretenſions, on this 
eſtate, that a prime miniſter does 


in a great kingdom. Ie adviſes 


his Lordſhip on every ſubject, and, 
in fact, what from miſrepreſenta- 
tion, and what from an humble, 


obſequious manner, and early inti- 
macy, he has acquired an influence 


on his maſter's mind that js aſto- 


niſhing. Old Sylveſter, who was 


alſo early and intimately acquaint- 
ed with his pupil, Lord Stanmore, 
and 1s naturally of a. gentleman- 
Uke turn of manners, as well as 
endowed with a good underſtand- 
ing, well improved by education, 
entertains Lord Stanmor e's. com- 


pany in a very agreeable manner, 


and talks with a vivacity and eaſe 
that- becomes. an accompliſhed 
mind, and the petition; of a liv- 

ing, 


1 


SO. 
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ing, though ſmall, yet indepens., 


dent. The land-ſteward, with ten 


times the fortune of the parſon, 


and who by his ſavings, and bribes 
ſqueezed from the tenants, has ren- 
dered himſelf independent of Lord 
Stanmore and all the world, from 
habits of ſervility, as well as an ori- 
ginal bias of nature, never opens 


his lips but when he thinks that 


he ſees the /of# moment for addreſs, 


and after well weighing and ſeri- 


ouſly conſidering what he is about 


to utter. Vo may think it odd 


that I dwell ſo long on characters 


in no higher ſtations than the pa- 


riſn miniſter and land- ſteward, 
when it is in my power to give 


you an account of ſome of the firſt 


nobility of the country. But the 
n the rank 1 in life —_ hel in in 
70 9 gene- 


oy 
ab.” WA. 
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general, is the diſtinction of cha- 
racter. And old Sylveſter and 
Kenneth Macalpine act ſo impor- 
tant a part in the daily ſcenes that 
are going forward at Stanmore 
Caſtle, that I am ſure you will ex- 
euſe me, if 1 add ſome other parti- 
culars concerning them, eſpecially 
as by ſo doing I may open ſoms 
views of the ſtate of 1 in | 
N \ 
Mir. Macalpine who is about g t 
years: of age, is lean in his perſon, 
long and tharp vifaged, with an 
aqueline noſe, and little dark eyes 
that fcarcely. peep from under 
eye-brows to which thoſe of Lord 
Thurlow appear like the fine 
Jong eye-brows of the Chineſe 
Ladies, and which almoſt come 
in contact with a black wig 
which is perched on his little fore- 
head. 
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head. Having already amaſſed 
much wealth, his next object, ac- 
cording to a natural proceſs of the 
mind, is power or conſequence. He 
is regular and ſober in His man- 
ners; and, in ſpeaking, ſolemn, 
grave, and ſententious. If the 
ſubject of death be mentioned, Mr. 
Macalpine expatiates among his 
inferiors (for he has no-equals) on 
its certaint;; and ſ ſhews that nei- 
ther youth, wealth, nor grandeur, 

can deliver mortal men from the 
hands of that king of terrors. 
Hence he has acquired, among the 
lower claſſes of the people, a repu- 
tation for wiſdom. Hence alſo he 
became, but before Mr. Sylveſter 
was miniſter, one of the eldets 
of the pariſh ; a ſet of men who- 
report to the miniſter the little 
2 Gus: foibles 
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foibles of the people, and unite, in 
their perſon, ſomewhat of the au- 
thority of prieſt- craft, and that of 
Fextons, bailiffs and church-war- 
dens. Chis-dignity. gives him the 
* Privilege, and he has, in fact, 
bi been choſen to ſit as one of the 
N repreſentatives of the body of el- 
ders in the general aſſembly of the 
church of Scotland, where ſome 
- nobleman repreſents the perſon 
1. of his majeſty, as the civil head 
1 or patron of the church, and, 
19 for the ſpace of i fortnight, 
keeps a court and open table. 
Thus Mr. Macalpine is, as it were, 
' ſſhred of the linen veſtment of 
Aaron. But this holy man is not 
yet quite purified from the pro- 
penſities of, the old man. It had 
been long whiſpered that he was 
1 8 nd. 


+ m8 
TY - 
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addicted to low intrigue ; when 
Mr. Graham, with a neighbouring 
young gentleman, Mr. Douglas, 
brother to Miſs Douglas, mention- 
ed in a former letter, watched and 
traced him one morning about 
four o'clock to a little cottage, 
where a poor old woman reſided 
with her daughter, a young Wt 

dow, and Where they gained a 
ſcanty livelihood by ſpinning linen 

yarn. The gentlemen, both of 
whom dearly love a joke, exerciſ- 

ing the authority of juftices of the 

peace, gave it in charge to ſome 
conſtables to ſeize the perſon of a 

man whom they had ſeen at a diſ- 
tance breaking, at an unſeaſon- 

able hour, into the houſe of two | 
poor women. The conſtables  Þ# 
un at the door, which was 1 
xt] G 5 mut 
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nut and barred ; but, after a ſhort 
ſpace, the voice of the elder, Ma- 
calpine, was heard, praying aloud 
for the recovery of a ſick perſon, 
whom, in his ſupplications, he 
ſtiled, Shine affiifted handmaid. In 
this manner he attempted to con- 
ceal his amorours practices under 
the veil of praying for the ſick : a 
function which, in Scotland, is 
diſcharged by the elders; though 
laymen. The old woman was, 1n- 
deed, in an infirm ſtate of health, 
but as her daughter was young, 
healthful and blooming, and above 
all, as ſhe afterwards retired for 
a few months into the obſcurity 
of Edinburgh, the charity of Ma- 
alpine was ſubjected to conftruc- 
tions the very reverſe of ſpiri- 
tual. The conſtables, when they 
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underſtood that it was the factor, 
ſo they call the land- ſteward, that 
they had been ordered to appre-- 
hend, were ſtruck with terror, and: 
notwithſtanding the. orders they 
had received from two juſtices” of 


the peace, they fell on: their knees 


and craved his pardon- The two 
gentlemen, pretending to be as 
much ſurpriſed as the conſtables, 
at ſuch a diſcovery, contented 
themſelves with rallying Mr. Ma- 
calpine on his gallantry, which 
they did, notwithſtanding his ſo- 


lemn aſſeveration that he had been 
on his bended knees in an act of 


devotion:. This cruel joke, with 
many other ludicrous anecdotes of 
Macalpine, Mr. Syveſter conſtantly 


brings forward, when the conver- 
. begins to flag, to the great: 


A 6 _Uly- 
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entertainment of the ladies, not 
one of them, if 1 muſt ſpeak the 
truth, no, not the grave and de- 
licate Miſs Leiceſter, excepted. 
To be ſure, the confuſion and 
the grimaces of Macalpine, on 
ſuch occaſions, provoke irreſiſtible 
laughter. He has alſo, it ſeems, 
an enormous wen on his head, 
which he is at great pains to con- 
ceal by the cut and manner of 
wearing his wig. This too, the 
miſchie vous old parſon has brought 
to light, to the great mortiſication 
of the factor, who, ät has been 
obſerved, begins to caſt a ſheep's 
eye on Miſs Weſt. Sylveſter fome- 
times goes the length of ſaying, 
that he does not know. whether it 
s not his duty to ſet Mr. Ma Macalpine 
zon the curry, or repenting-ftoo!.: 
12 „1 
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an inſtrument, in the Scottiſh 
churches, painted þ black, on which 
perſons of inferior rank ſit, irt the 


face of the congregation, where 
they receive public rebukes from 


the miniſter for fornication. Lady 


Stanmore is delighted with this xi- 
dicule and banter, and launches 
forth into a flow of converſation, 
of which, I ſhall only ſay, that 
it is well Lady Ann, after the old 
faſhion, was wont to retire from 
table immediately after drinking a 
few public and one or two family 
toaſts, and that ſhe has now gone 
to Edinburgh. But the length. 
of this letter, I am afraid, "wat - 


fatigue you. I am ſure I am weary 


of writing; therefore, adieu, 


uncle, for the preſent. if 


* 1 % 9 7 "of * 4 . * 4 * * * 4 % N 


N 1 BEAUCHAMP. 


19 
* & & 


A 
© \iw- 


_ 82 . — — 
—— rr — 2 . F _— 
== mats. 


8 —— 


* © fe. 


cu n 


n # N 
e N 


— — — . 
ER 2 
e 


4 
| 
F* 


1 
27 is #4 
8 + of 
„ 
* 7 
x. . 
ESO . 
2 & 
F 
5 : 
- * 2 * 
24 \ 
3%. 
0 CO 2 
U p = 2 
I ! 
+ l N 
82 : 
: £4 
»Y} 1 
1 
1 
= £ 
HM 
2: - 
- 5» 
n 
1 
A 
1 F. 
1 i 4 
.* = 
f 
N - 
* 
«13: 
7 
l 1 
| 
1 
, 
LY 
4 
l Ll 
. 
el 


1 
15 
3 

1 
1 
1 
of 
4} 
U 
\ 

* 


— — 3 — — Ju 


_ N 
2 — 2 


— — 


1 I a 
— 2 5 


2 


OS 2 n — — — . 
7 r Yd agt> He rey docs —— _ — — 
6 — 8 . — « 


Ir 
02 1 « AF * 
e r 
< 8 
— * * 


2 — * 3 1 
wt "IT 1 


— 2 0 
Fo « N 2 A wel 
a 12 


I — 
4A. 


— 


7 "I —_” * 
e 


— ag) 
3% 


. — 12 . r 5 D 1 1 4 I 
K. * - r Py Tr 
2 N , RE \ #1 Nd R 


3 * 
. 4 69” 
m—_ Wo 


p 1 
— 3 
e 


— . 2 
a; wy 


Pa 
* oy nee 
—_ ones : 


wy 
3 2 


1 

BY 

ay 
a0 
1 


14 
| 1 


— U!— — 2 — — 


8 
— Foo - — » 
— ord — 
hap << gd” 1 — th * 2 3 bs 
+ FE — — — 


- W 
r 
—— r 
r 


. 
- wo ene i, by 


3 
pn X 


Pa, N = * WIE] 5 
1 n „ö r N 
— 3 — ene — — 9.5 
* 8 V. — 4 2 4 —_— j . - 4 WE... . 
ry 2 1 


v 4 £ 
. Eo +: td py 
2 p k 
4j e > 


+ <<; 


134 FATAL FOLLIES- 


wn I 


$ 2 | l % DB *% 
02 O THE SAME: 2 


| 4 Stanmore Caſtle, 


ou will eaſily imagine that 
h a character as Macalpine does 
not paſs by the provacations of 
the parſon without ſome attempts 
to puniſh them. His firſt ſcheme 
was to bring an odium on Sylveſter, 
by repreſenting him, in his ab- 


8 


* 


ſence, as addicted to drinking. O! 


ſaid Lady Stanmore, he is an hearty 
old Trojan: I don't over- much like 
people who reject a jovial glaſs. 
But this topic of accuſation, Mr. 
Macalpine has now wholly. aban- 
doned, AS he conceives, 1 ſuppoſe, 

„ at 


* 

2 
. 
3 
By 
5 
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that it is not very gratefut"to 
Lord Stanmore any more than to 


her Ladyſhip. For, I am very 
ſorry to obſerve, that his Lord- 
ſhip, who is uneaſy in his mind on 
different accounts, has of late 
taken to that common, but wretch- 
ed reſource of the unfortunate— 
hard drinking. He loves the par- 
ſon's company, detains bim al- 
ways till a very late hour, and 


ſcarcely ſuffers him to be out of 
his company. The factor, there- 


fore, has been obliged to look out 


for another mode of revenge on the 
merry miniſter, and he has alighted 


morous, and effectual. Mr. SyL- 
VEST ER, though generous by na- 


ture, and, indeed, too regardleſs of 
money, yet, being reduced to preſ— 


ſing 
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qing 2 circum ſtance „ ſought relief 
rand independence by marrying, for 
his ſecond wife, an. elderly gentle- 
Woman, with a con ſiderable for- 
tune, the daughter of a manufac- 
:turer in a borough about twelve 
Miles diſtant. The parſon behaved 
very kindly, at leaſt civ ily „to his 
helpmate, but he was never, as is 
ſuppoſed, very deeply in love with 


her; and, on account of the ſingu- 


manners, and converſation, it has 
been a conſtant maxim with him 


to keep her as much at home, and 


out of the light of all genteel com- 
Pany, as poſſible. The firſt idea 
that occurs, on ſeeing Mrs. Syl- 
veſter, now in her grand climac- 


teric, is, that of an old man in wo- 
man's cloaths. She is of a gogdly 


ſtature, 


— | b 
11141 
. * 

CT 
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ſtature, well built, and ↄf a--viger 
rous and manly frame, as appears 
from a degree of vegetation on her 
chin, as well as on her arms. She 
has a taſte for Wh atever is fine, 
and makes a glittering appearance: 
Old damaſk gowns,; laced. petti- 
coats; a profuſion of ribbons; old 
embroidered ſnoes; an enormous 
necklace of beads ; and, inſtead of | 
a cap, a black velvet hood, with a 
little bonnet affixed, made of red 
flk. Her fingers and very thumbs 
are encircled with rings, ſome of 
which are gold, ſome, ſilver, and 
others, although - ſhe endeavours to 
conceal it, nothing elſe but braſs. 
She walks about with a ſtick, 
made of aſh· wood, in which ſne 
has, fixed a number of braſs nails, 
0 as to form the initials of her 
PSS Own 
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own'name and thoſe of her huſ- 
dand, whom ſhe fondly loves, and 
on whom ſhe beſtows, at every 
turn of converſation, the endearmg 
appellation of jeEwer. Her mother, 
though the wife of a burgher, was 
the daughter of a gentleman of an 
antient family, and from her ſhe 
imbibed a moſt profound reſpect 
to names, titles, and noble blood. 
This odd being, it muſt not be 
omitted, was a good houſe-wife, 
kind to the poor, and honeſt 1 
ſincere in all her dealings. | 
Mrs. Sylveſter had ee. 
the firſt Sunday after the Stan- 
more family made their appearance 
at church, to pay her compliments 
to them, with many eurtſies, as 
they walked to their carriage 
5 the church yard : But her 
1 fewwe! 
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jewel had hithert 
moſt diſtant hints, on her part, of 
making a viſit at the Caftle. The 
whole of theſe little matters were 
well known to the prying Mr. 
Macalpine, who now conceived 
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checked the 


old gentlewoman to pay her re- 
ſpects to Lady Stanmore, whom 

he familiarly called her neighbour. 

He told her that it was really in- 
decent that the clergyman's lady, 
a perſon deſcended, through her 


mother, of as good a family as ; 
Stanmore, ſnould not wait upon her 


on her arrival in the country. * the 
ſame time, knowing the paſſion of 
Lady Stanmore for fun and laugh- 
ter, and malicious raillery, he ex- 


plained a thouſand circumſtances 


oy Mr. Sylveſter” s domeſtic ſitua- 


tion, 
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Eeager vanity of Mrs. Sylveſter over- 


raccbunt of her anceſtry, the man- 


the parſon, who cannot, as uſual, 


thus, in ſome meaſure, been beaten 


a" 


tion, wthich ſtrongly: excited her 


curioſity to fee his lady. The invi- | 


tations of Lady Stanmore and the 


came thei feeble reſiſtance of the 
good matured : Mr. Sylveſter. Be- 
hold his cara ſpoſa in the drawing- 
room of Stanmore Caſtle, giving an 


ner in which Mr. Sylveſter courted 
her, her domeſtic œconomy, and 
how ſhe had ſaved a velvet hood 


out of the wrecks of her huſband's 
velv 


6 breeches! Thus is Kenneth 
Macalpine completely revenged on 


come to the Caſtle without his 
wife, and who, for that reaſon, 
is leſs frequent in his viſits —1 
ſhould be ſorry that the parſon has 


off 
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off the field by the arch · waggery 


of Macalpine, if J had not deter- 
mined within a few days to ſet out; 


from this place on * return to 
England. To 8 


Q 
—— 


I have met wick very be niet 


bred, and well informed men at” 
Lord Stanmore's, but with none 


whom IJ ſo much admire or to 


whoſe perſon I am ſo much at- 


tached as Mr. Graham, who, with 


ſome: of the excuſable prejudices 
of an ancient Caledonian , unites: 


the improvement and the poliſh of 


England, France, and Italy. The 


gentlemen of this part of the coun- 


try are diſtinguiſhed by hard 
drinking, even in Scotland. Bac! 


chus, like a ſorcerer, about the: 


hour of one in the. morning. 
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touches our numerous company 
with his thyrſus, ang each man 


pears in his own — Mii Same 
rave about the independency and 
antient glory of Scotland, and vow 


that, before they die, they will 


have a flaſh at the Saxons; ſome 
talk-of their kindred and anceſtry ; 
ſome of their travels, of farming, 
planting, and manufactures : and 
not a few pour forth, even 


_ amidſt the fumes of wine, meta- 


phyſical rhapſodies, with which 
they have come lately fraught, ei- 
ther from the women of France, or 
— own univerſities. In the mean 
time ſome. ſly. politicians crowd 


— Lord Stanmore, offering 
* advice how he ought” to lay 


out 


* 4 
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out his immenſe fortune. Some 


propoſe the purchaſe of boroughs 
and the extenſion of his political 
intereſt ; others recommend the. 
improvement of his eflate, which 
is agreeable to his own ideas; 
and a third party talk of building, 
libraries, muſeums, | ſtatues and 
pictures: and, in their advices, 
all of them look for ſome pri- 
vate advantage. The gentlemen 
of the Highlands ſtill keep up 
the antient hoſpitality, as far as 
their fortunes will enable them to 
do ſo. I was entertained in a 
chieftain's hall, to which I was 
| introduced by Mr. Graham. The 
Baron, with a ker Lairds, near him, 
drank claret; 7 a little below ſat. 
the 4 — or his renters, 

who 


. TATA 4e britt 


ho were his near relations: They 
drank Port. Further down the 
F ar Fat exciſe officers, tradeſmen, 
nd farmers; who occupied the ; 
land in ſmall lots under the denny 
bes. They dr ank whiſky 


IR punch. And, at the foot of the 


board, where there was not ſo 
mich As 8 bench to ſit on, was 
a crowd of fellows without hats 
or bonnets, or thoes,- or ſtockings; 
eating oat” cakes;* and "drinking 
common table * * 
The common peo rere 
from their Pablo bb section to 
ſuperiors, and the cuſtom of look- 7 
ing for protection, not ſo much to 
ws, as to Patronage, many 0 of 
them cunning, inſinuating, and 
artful : but, in ener ſober, re- 
* ligious, 
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ligious, inquiſitive, ſhrewd, and 
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Fi abſolutely ſo. very malici- 
ous as to hope that Stanmore 
_ Caſtle will not pleaſe you, and that 
you will ſoon return to town: al- 
though my relation, Lord Harley, 
informs me that it is your Lord's 
intention to paſs the greateſt part 
of the year in North Britain. Do, 
pray, conſider your friends here. 
Beſides, it would be burying 
yourſelf, - when you ought to 
be the life of every ſociety: 
at leaſt, 1 ſhould, were I in 

poſſeſſion 
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poſſeſſion of half your beauty, ac- 
compliſhments and fortune. I am 
quite buried, being ſunk into the 
family of a citizen. I no longer 
feel that conſequence naturally 

attendant on thoſe who are de- 
ſcended of an antient family like 
myſelf. I have frequently ſince 
repented of my condeſcenſion. I 
did not recollect the infinite trou- 
ble it would- coſt-me to modernize 
a couple of awkward girls into any 
thing like faſhion. Indeed I found 
it impoſſible; I therefore thought 
the beſt way was to get them 
married, This purpoſe I could 
not effect but with one; though + 
that, fortunately, the one I ;moſt © 


vex her, 1 did not let the oppor 


tunity eſcape of doing ſo. I did the 
kamily an honour at the ſame time. 


H Wo She. 


> 


| hated. As it was in my power to 


ru · rar BOLL TEG. 

| She was engaged by Mr. Beau 
champ. Te, poor man, is Fwd 
cafy diſpoſition, and Would agree to 
any thing that = Pleafe His“ 
children. Henry Seymour was the 

deſtined huſband of Conſtantia. 
Now as Lord Harley was my own 
relation already, and I had an op- 
portunity of ſtill ſtrengthening our 
relationſnip by this alliance, your 
Ladyſnipwill allow that Lord Har- 
ley was a more eligible ſon-in-law 
thanMr.$eymour;andas tohis age, 

that is not a conſideration in theſe 
days. 1 was obliged to enter into 
an innocent trick with Lord Har- 

ley in order to cheat this family 
into a marriage with a nobleman 

of large fortune! who, IJ muſt ſay, 
was very ſilly to take the girl on 


terms he dh is as He = 
in 
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ir lo G wirli her, he thought myraf- 
ſiſfmee, to bring about this: matten, 
a. vary great favour: Since their 
marriage his. Eordſfrip has: called 
frequently: upom me, but her Lady- 
hip bas: never deigned to pay me 
ane viſit; E am not very folicitous, 
however, abaut this, as my: con- 
nevons are amongſt people . wh 
ſuperior to a_ citizen's da 
:bowever ſhe max ba ber 
-accident: Tha family are at Har- 
| ley Lodge at preſent, and: Ho- 
noria along with them; I wWiſh I 
could get another Peer for her, as 
I do not like to be watched by 5 
theſe creatures whoſe narrow and 
confined” notions ef life makes 
them cenſure every one that does 
not act according to their own ideas. 
Your Ladyſhip will eafily conceive 
my ſituation to be none of the 
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moſt agreeable, and then you will 
excuſe me for wiſhing that Stanmore 
may not be the place of yourconſtant 
reſidence. The young woman, who 
is your Ladyfhip's companion, is 
the friend and confidante of Ho- 
noria Beauchamp— ther efore you 
"a be informed by her of all their 
Proceedings. 1 never think of the 
ption Which you gave me of 
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your firſt viſit at the Lodge, but! 
burſt into a violent fit of laughter 
at its abſurdity. I beg my beſt re · 
ſpects to Lord Stanmore, and am, 


* 


4 


„„ 
- 


* 


- N 4 
> .- 


* 


on your own 


EX 1 35 s | f DRY © TS. r 1 8 
ATAL FOLLIES. 151 
FATA . 
7 * z P's f . 
9 4 8 8 7 "4 


WILLIAM OSSORY, Efg. 


1 


1 
— 


GEORGE BEAU CHAMP, Ec 


"7 *> # 


Veen aſk me how matrimony 


goes on in the North? Well, to 


to be ſure: it is "impoſſible. - 
ſhould do otherwiſe Jou ſee now 


that witli all your caution and 
good advice to me, that the mi- 


ſery of a forced marriage has fallen 
family inſtead of 


mine But it was not your fault, 
that is certain; only I ke to 
retort a little, and, 1 know, you 
will excuſe mis. My daughter is 
3 « little queen. Every body adores 
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her. I am afraid they will ſpoil 
her with too much attention. To 
be ſure they have not had ſuch an 
Heireſs amongſt theme in Scotland 
ſince the times of the famous 
Queen Mary, who was courted by 
ſo many Kings and Princes. Nay, 
I do not know whether that Queen 
Herſelf could hay >. commanded. ſo 
much ready caſh, as might be 
 raiſed- by the i of Oſſory. 
Lord Stanmore, L am-glad to per- 
ceive, as well as, his neighbours, 
pays that homage and. reſpect 
which, indeed, is due to ſaperior 
affluence. Hei is { 
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my. daughter; 
not without bullen fits — 
on the whole he gi. es way to the 
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— 9 Ut rey 3 
mind my Lord and Macalpine 
what fays the Counteſs | 'W hens 
a great kingdom is united wathe 
a fmaller, the former ſwallows up 
the cenſequence of the latter It 
s juſt ſo with eſtates and families. 
Lerd Stanmore is not inſenſible of 
this, and, therefore, he is intent on 
improving his Scotch eſtates, and 
wifhes to lay out any ready money 
or credit he can command, in nem 
purchaſes. I notice this, though 
1 ſay nothing to his Lordſhip a: 
but it has induced me to give the 
watch word to Helena Offorys. 
: Shang a poor, dependant, whis 
0 _ ning 
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band, as the ivy that cannot ſup- 
port itſelf, twines around and riſes 
with the riſing oak. But where 


I ſubmitted to what ſome call an 


more; and, I hope, they are ſen- 
ſible of the honour I have done 
them. There i is. an old maiden 
$44 +4668 ""Y 
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ning girl, ſuch a one, I ſhall ſup- 
Poſe, as Miſs Leiceſter, has the 
good fortune to be married to a 
man of fortune; it ts natural, it 
is her duty to cleave to her huſ- 


the domain is on the lady's fide, 
ſhe, in fact, is the oak, and the - 
_ dependant hu band the creeping 
wy or honey-ſuckle. Where 
Queens are ſovereigns in their own 
right, their huſbands are, indeed, 
called Kings, but they wear only 
nominal and matrimonial crowns. 


union with the family: of Stan- 


lady, 


+ 
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lady, an aunt of Lord Stanmore's, 
who maintains, that antiquity of 
family is better than riches.” This? 
antiquated: being and my daughter 
are always at banter on this ſubject. 4 
Helena, who is very lively, and {| 
feels all the freedom, I aſſure you, 
of our fortune, was provoked the 
other week, in the flow of conver- 
ſation and argument, to make the 
following repartee : f antiquity, 
Lady Ann, is a matter ſo very re- 
ſpectable, in what a venerable 
light does your Ladyſhip appear, 
| who have lived all your days in an 
old houſe, who have followed old. 
taſhions, and'who unite antiquity: 
of deſcent with antiquity: of per- 
fon ?”” This-ſarcaſm, Fam afraid, 
has deprived the family of her 
HOP company, for within: 
4 H 6 a few | 
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a few days after this bickering,” 
the fet out for Edinburgh, where 
we have ſince heard ſhe has: taken 
zpartmenits of her own, and means 
for ſome time to reſide. 
There is really an air of Gothic 
grandeur in this place: but the 
grounds are neither laid out in 
taſte, nor for profit. - There would 
be a great many repaiss' wanting, 
if we meant to make the caſtle the 
ſeat of the Oſſories, but 1 think it 
may ſerve for a Scotch reſidence, 
during the life of Lord Stanmore, 
in its preſent condition. My 
daughter has a paſſion for ſtatues, 
Paintings and cabinet curioſities. 
This is an expenſive turn: but 
thoſe things may be tranſported to 
Oſſory Place. What vexes me, is, 
1 the Counteſs is at great ex- 
. „ | „ E 
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pence in whimſical buildings, anc 


in kitchen and betanicak garden f 
I don't like that ſhe fhould waffe 
our money, and ſin the oonle- 
quence of the Oſory aihy in the 
country, by living in — But: 
: even a London life ſcarcely equals 
= the expence of all this. 
The gentlemen dere, are many 


of them great travellers and great 


cholars: but I confeſs, that what 
chiefly enlivens our convivial par- 
ties here (where conviviality, by 
the way, is really carried to-exceſs) 
is the never-cealing comedy that 
is carried on between the miniſter 
of the pariſh and the land- ſteward z 
the firſt, a facetious and eaſy 
enough old fellow for a parſon, 
but rather addicted to. intempe+ 
rance, and aſhamed of his wife: 
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e vr ro 
the ſecond, a ſhrewd, fly, vain, Ry 
pocrite. Theſe beings teaze and tor- 
ment one another: and on that ac- 
count are always entertained at 
Lord Stanmore's table. The com- 
pany egg them on like two game- 
cocks, to attack one another's foi- 
| bles : and ſome ſupport the parſon, 
and ſome the factor. This conteſt 
of buffoonery and humour, gives 
birth to many lively and comical | 
1 fallies, and makes the time Paſs 1 
away very agreeably. 25 a 
The parſon has of Lite come ſel- 
Aer here than uſual, becauſe 
he don't like to be attended by his 
old woman, Who is really both 
frightful and a fool, and who is 
brought here, as often as poſſible, 
by the waggery of Lady Stanmore 
| and the ſteward Macalpine.. For 
ſeveral 


FATAL FOLLIES 159 
ſeveral days Lord Stanmore was ob- 
= ſcrved to leave his company, hav- 
ing appointed a deputy for puſhing 
about the glaſs, very ſoon after 
dinner. We all wondered at this 
for his Lordſhip, like moſt of his 
countrymen, Pays homage! to Bac- 
chus: but, cunning Macalpine 
traced him to a ſequeſtered ſum- 
mer-houſe, ſituated in the midſt 
of a wood, on the edge of a deep 
glen, through which. there runs 
a rapid river, here and there falling 
in cataracts over rocks. In this 
place he has given orders to the 
butler to lay in a ſtore of wines and 
other liquors, with ſuch piquant 
and high-ſeaſoned meats as are 
grateful to the appetite, in the 
courſe of ſitting long at table. 
Here does his . paſs whole 
n. 
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166 EAPAL FOELEDS: 
hours, and tometimes nights, with 
the parſon; and this ſolitary ſpot 
has nem become the centre to 
which his ſoul points, as to the 
ſcene of his greateſt bappineſs.— 
| This cannot come to good, I am 
ſorry for it. Lord Stanmore will 
hurt his conſtitution; nor does 
the evil ſtop here. My family 
may be injured.— We all of us 
Now ſet ur faces to England, EX 
cept Lord Stanmore, who is, every 
day, more and more wedded to 
Scotland. If you do not come 
within 45 {pace of two montbs 
to : Oſſory ? lace, a this 1s the laſt 
letter you ſhall receive from, 
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tain, in every ſituation, 
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162 FATAL POLLIES, 
duct; this is always in our power, 
and it is this which. beſtows the 
greateſt dignity and praiſe on hu- 
man life, Without trials there 
can be no virtue, as vitory cannot 
exiſt where there is not an enemy 
to combat. You acquitted your- 
ſelf like a faithful guardian, when 
you gave me an opportunity of 
ſecuring my own happineſs and 
the prof perity of my family, by an 
union with youth, beauty, and ac- 
compliſhments, and — acquiſition 
of a princely fortune: And I, for 
my part, in — — that 
pPromiſed to yield every gratifica- 
1 tion that human nature could de- 
ſte, find an abundant field for the 
* exerciſe of patience and reſigna- 
tion to the order of Providence. 


"x . this 3 18 the firſt letter that 
737. | I have 


== 
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EI: have written to you ſince our 


arrival at Stanmore Caſtle. It has 
2 ſtrange air, you will ſay, for an 


epiſtle from a newly married man. 
But marriage, they ſay, makes peo- 
ple grave, and you know that Tam 


ſo naturally. I hope that time, 


and longer acquaintance, and the 
experience of ſome of thoſe incon- 
veniencies that flow from levity 


and diffipation of conduct, will 


produce that affection and confi- 
dence which would be greater cor- 
dials to my life than even the im- 
mediate poſſeſſion of Mr. Offory's 
fortune. Vou know, my Lord, 
that I was never greatly attached 
to riches. But the ſituation of my 
affairs, you rightly judged, required 
an acceſſion of fortune: and to 


1 3 that, where it was 
found 
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: 164 PAPAL F 8k 19. 
men conjunction with perſoml 
attractions, would have been the 
= ;oxtramjey of perverſeneſs-and-mad- 
neſs. Beſides; E conſidened al pre- 
farence giyen to me by: a beat- 
tifub womans, with: a certain ſueceſ- 
- fiam to a vaſt inheritance, as har- 
ing ſamething in it more ffanter - 
ing and more enpneſſivs of ſincere 

7 acquieſcenee 


| uf manage, of an 
LY n without any for- 


tune, who might be; fagpoſed * 
Wield wo motives of conyeniency.— 
I find, that 
imme enſewealth „which affords the 


— . * 


means of» virtuous; actions, may 
de and-over-power the ſenti- 

mants of virtue. — The diſparity gf 

7 a fortuna i is ever in her view. 
5 She exaets that grateful reſpeft 
# bol Which 


f Eo 47 1 OLE LES 15 3 
5 which © I | would voluntarily ant || 
a With pleaſfire pay ito her-perſon, - 
as a debt due to the commercial 

Y advantage ſhe has brought to my 

. family. Nay, this is doing her 

more than juſtice: for it is the 

7 Oſſory family, mot that of Stan- 
more, of which The conſtantly 
affects to ſpeak.” If every ſue- 
Ceeding heir, ſaid ſhe, the other 

day, ſhould increaſe the reve- 
nue of the Oſſories, as much as 

my father has done, they might 
ſoon afford to make the Scetch 
eſtate an hunting - park, and Stan- 

more Caftle a dog-kennel.“ I could 
expatiate my Lord on this ſubject, 

and ſhew how much reaſon I have 

of diſſatisfaction, not only with 

regard to matters of loſs and gain, 

1. to more delicate points: but 
* | 1 ſcorn al 


% 


the proſped of wealth to my family, 


_ entruſted wholly to you, given to 


| heirs, did not give me great con- 
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"Icorn weak complaint. I take re. 
fuge under diſappointment- and 
mortification, in the reflection 
that I could not poſlibly foreſee I 
what has happened, in the con- 
ſciouſneſs that I have never made 
any mean compliances to obtain 
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and in the determination to pre- 
ſerve, without rudeneſs to Lady 
Stanmore, the reſpect I owe to 
Wh py = 
My Lord, my 41 that the 
** command of the eventual poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Oſſory eſtate, is, by 
our marriage ſettlement, which 1. 


Lady Stanmore under certain re- 
ſtrictions in favour of her natural 


cern, till I found. that ſhe was de- 
ter- 
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: termined to avail herſelf of that 
: clauſe in the contract carried to 
the utmoſt rigour. Nay, the firſt 
W inpreflion that it made on my 
mind, was, that i it would be a con- 


ſtant ſource of delight, as I ſhould 


W be happier to receive any neceſſary 


W ſupply as a voluntary expreſſion 
W of affection and confidence from 
Lady Stanmore, -than to command 

it by the uſual rights of an huſ- 

W band, But, when I lately hinted 
me neceſſity of her interference; for 
the payment. of a late purchaſe of 
an adjoining eſtate, ſhe took me 
up ſhort, by aſking, © If I knew 
the extent of land the Oſſory fa- 
mily already poſſeſſed in England?“ 
am ſure that your Lordſhip did 
not intend any thing either diſre - 

i ſpect- 
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168 FATAL FOLLTES, | 
ſpettful or difatlvantageous-to me, 
when you either -over-looked, or 
eonſented to the elauſe in the mar- 


command of what hasbeen already 
transferred, or · muſt deſcend in fu 


| what fignified it which of us poſ- 
feſſed our reſources nominally 
=1 The neceſſity of my affairs, how- 


Lordſhip, how far you may think 
ſmmuate to Lady Stanmore, that, 
by her preſent fyſtem of condutt, 
the departs fromthe ſpirit, if not 


oh that ETON Never. r expected that 


riage contract, veſting the ſole 


ture, of the Oſſory eſtates, to 


Lady Stanmore: for certainly we 


had one common -mtereſt, and 


ever, induces me to ſubmit to your 


it proper, or may chuſe, to in- 


from the letter of our contract, 


ſhe 


— 
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ſhe would make this uſe of the 
compliment that was paid to her 
generoſity and her diſcretion in 
that ſettlement. | 

After all this, my Lord, it may 
be proper to aſſure your Lordſhip, 
that it ſhall be my unremitted 
ſtudy to conciliate the attachment 
and the eſteem of Lady Stanmore, 


by every compliance in my power, 


and every kind and tender office. 
= Before I conclude this long epiſ- 
tle, I cannot but congratulate 
our Lordſhip on your happy 
W union with your amiable Lady. 
W The felicity you enjoy in her ſo- 
ciety, is a conſpicuous proof and 
example, of how little importance 
great wealth is to conjugal happi- 
neſs. I beg my beſt-ceſpedts to 
vol., tt; 1 Lady 


— 


nh 170 
Lady Harley 3 and I am not with- 
out hopes that you will honour 
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Stanmore next ſummer with a 
viſit. Iam, my dear Lord, ever 


_ Yours, 


STANMORE. 
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LORD: STANMORE.: 
Fc Rs 5 
W. HAT! Stanmore, turned 
philoſopher. already? It is time ; 
enough, my good Lord, as the | 
punſter fays, in Doctor Swift, to 
look grave when a man has got 
one foot there. I don't wiſh that 
ilty of "ns AE. 


to dignity and Nats: of con- 
duct, and all thoſe fine univerſity. - 
phraſes, I think the greateſt pro- 
priety of conduct, in your preſent cir- 
cumſtances, is, to return indiffe- 
. 1 - "ences. 
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172 FATAL FoLL1Es, 

rence with indifference, and if you 

Cannot draw her by the cords of 
love, to rule her with the ſoeptre of 


Authority, or oppoſe the profound 


ſtratagems of a manly underſtand- 
ing to the trifling levity! and in- 
ſolence a a vain and arrogant 


- ee 5 7 
ou are e if fol! think 
to reduce her hauę hty it by affi- 


duities. Stanmore, I know you to 
be an honeſt, faithful fellow, and 
1 will therefore confide to you a 
ſecret: I ſpeak on this ludject 
From experience. Vou: are in an 
errour, When you think that 
youth, beauty and fine airs alone 
Will make a man happy inba mar- 
Tied ſtate, without money, any 
more than with it. My whining 


Lane has led me a fine dance. 
n 8 5 My 


LEY 
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My attentions made her worſe and 
worſe every day—1 have diſcovered 
this: I have given her up: I have 
regained my liberty; and ifI think 
of her at all, it is with revenge. 
vet theggaſe is really different with 
you and Lady Stanmore, who has 
not heen introduced into your 
: family, like Arbeggar,, but like a 
princeſs. She is well worth the 
commanding and the keeping. 
Her wealth muſt go to your po- 
terity at laſt. Vour future family, 
whatever it may be, is provided 
for: and the devil, is in it, if the 
eſtate of Stanmore 3 is not ſufficient 
to humour any, whim of your own. 
11 tell Ju: Win, ceaſe $92 purſue 
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hee! bn NR e 3 other 7 
connexions, and. af. I know 8 „ 
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3 174 FAT AL F OLL AE 8 
ſex, the will ſoon! purſue you. 83 
Scotland and the country be not 
the proper ſcenes for carrying my 
hints into execution, come to 
ee and to London. We ſhall 
be cordial companions and friends. 
We have much matter of mutual 
ſympathy; but, at any rate, you 
have the better of me, as you have 
a ſolid bargain. * einn een, 
As to the matter of the: marriage 
Aaleent, Oſſory inſiſted on it, 
and I did not think, nor do I now 
think, that it was worth the diſ- 
puting about it. I ſhall, however, 
moſt certainly not inſinuate, but 
loudly declare and maintain that 
Lady Stanmore ought to be a h- 
ing, Jaithſi ul, and obedient wife. 
Pluck up a ſpirit. Come here: 


and let us unite our talents for re- 
0 


— 
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dreſſing our grievances, or for re- 
venging them. Make my compli- 
ments to Lady Stanmore, and ſay, 
that Iam happy to underſtand that 
ſhe reigns a goddeſs over all princi- 
palities and powers at Stanmore. 
Adieu, my dear Lord. And al- 
though you be a Benedict, Ie me, 
believe me that, in your preſent 
circumſtances, you will be nothing 
the worſe of a Nele of. my * 
Ae 
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MISS WEST 
& FS 


"MRS KIRBY: 


DEAR KIRBY, 


WRT Stanmore Caſtle. | 
-Bem G on a jaunt, the other 
day, to a ſeaport town, not far 
from this, Bonnet-don- hee, to ſee a 
ſhip launched, who ſhould I meet, 
as I walked under the arm of a gen- 
tleman on the quay, but your good 
man? He was engaged in ſo ear- 
neſt a converſation with his bro- 
ther captains, that I could not 
catch his eye until I had ſtood 
tnng at him for ſome minutes. 
K 12 What! 


* 25 | 2 ok + 
1 : 
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% What! Captain, ſaid I, who 
would baye thought that you and 
i ſhould meet here? 15 Bol 
ſaid. he, 2 what cheer.? What 
wind has blown, you here ? Are 
you ona cruiſe, or have you caſt 
anchor in this bay? Outward or 
homeward bound 2. "Timbers and 
rigging, all ſound, | I'll warrant, 
and no want of proviſion in the 
veſſel. Egad you look as if you 
had had a profperous voyage! I 
am glad to ſee you look ſo well 
give me a ſhake of your paw, / my 
boy l' ſqueezing . my hand moſt 


unmercifully. My beau, that at- 
tended me, and, indeed, other 


ſpectators, among whom was a 
number of ſchool, boys, laughed 
heartily at this addreſs, and we 
began to find ourſelves rather un- 


— 


„. plea- - 


. 
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Pleaſantly ſituated, 1, being in the 
midſt of a crowd, when Captain 
Kirby, drawing an hanger, = 
looking very ftern, cried: out, | 

a moſt terrific tone, N 


landſmen; there was no pong of 


: diſtreſs given, that you thould thus 


lie too, at both poop and ſtern : 


mayhap, if there had, you would 
- have borne awa) with your _ 
boats to the firſt harbo ut.“ 


mob, that had begun to — 


around us, was ſuddenly diſperſed; 
and the Captain, havifig poured 


5 forth theſe with other vollies of 


— 3 
2 


ſea phraſes, gave me an opf u- 


nity of enquiring after your h 
and how it fared with all your far 
mily. I felt an irreſiſtable impulſe 
to do this, although I trembled 

leſt he ſhould, in the firſt hurry 
Rs | of 
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of his ſpirits on ſeeing me, at 

which the good ſoul ſeemed really 
to be very happy, come out with _ 
ſome circumſtances not to be re- 
vealed. I tipt him a ſly wink, 
which he perfectly underſtood ; 
and, with as much compoſure as 
I could command, aſked him how 
little Betſey, my god-daughter, did, 
and all the other children, callmg 
each of them by their names. The 
Captain, in his ſeafaring ſtile, 
gave me to underſtand that you 


had lately ſuffered ſome heavy © © 


loſſes, by the failure of ſome of the 
proprietors of his ſhip, and that 
he feared it would be a long time 
before he could weather the-ſtorm, 


and make up his lee-way. As you : Bl 


have always behaved tenderly to 
the child, and with fidelity to me. 
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I hall be happy to contribute to 
your relief, and this T am enabled 
in ſome degree to do, by a fifty 


pound note, received about a week 


ago from Lady Stanmore. .\\ The 
1 Captain, with great frankneſs, 
took my old beau, Mr. Macalpine, 
our land- ſteward, by the hand, 
and inſiſted, as he ſeemed to be a 
meſſmate of mine, that we ſhould 
adjourn to a neighbouring tavern, 
and, though it was early in the 


forenoon, have a luncheon, with 
ſomething to drink. + To this I po- 


ſitively objected, fearing t that the ſly 
and prying humour of Macalpine, 


operating in the courſe of drinking, 
or the unſuſpicious frank nature 


of Captain Kirby, ſhould inveigle 
him into ſome diſcoveries with 


Which he has not any concern. 
| ? i 4 there- 
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1, therefore, repreſented the necef- 
ſity of our immediate return to 
Stanmore Caſtle, and tore myſelf 
away from the Captain in a manner 
of which, I dare fay, he will com- 
plain very loudly to you, and call 
it unkind: and unnatural. As I 
had a- curioſity; to know whether 
the Captain came often to theſe 
parts, I put the queſtion to ham, 
if he was well acquainted with 
this coaſt, and if he had been here 
before? To which he anſwered, 
in a language, which being inter- 
preted, imported, that his ſhip 
was employed in the linen trade, 
but that, even if he had not any 
buſineſs here, he ſhould never for- 
get this coaſt as long as he lives, 
having been ſhipwrecked here, a- 
bout twelve years ago, when he 
$24 was 
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vas a fore-maſt man on board a 
Paniſn Eaſt-Indiaman. Poſitively, 
_ Kirby, the meeting with the Cap- 
tain here, and the information he 
has given me of this incident in 
his life, has put me into a flurry. 
But I muſt explain this matter. 
Old Macalpine, whom your huſ- 
band ſaw with me, is my ſweet- 
heart; at leaſt I am his. He is as 
rich as Crœſus: and though 1 | 
know nothing about him that: is 
engaging, it is agreed on, between 
Lady Stanmore and myſelf, that ! 
ſhall marry him. He is between 
fifty and ſixty years of age. He 
cannot live for ever: and, if he 
did, what then? Upon my word, 
if Lady Stanmore, with ſuch an 
Huſband, ſo fine and charming a 
man as Lord Stanmore, conſults 


the 


the vagaries of her own fancy, I 
might be well excuſed, if it ſhould 
ever happen, which 1 - hope will 


never be the caſe; that J ſhould wy 


demur about the propriety of fuf- 
fering myſelf to be monopolized by 


Kenneth Macalpme. I doubt not 
but I ſhall be able to induce that do- 


ting old fool to make me an hand- 
ſome ſettlement,” independent of 


his capricicus, by way of pin-mo- 


ney. If I had any thing like a 


competency, I ſhould prefer liberty | 
and Lodnon to a rich old raſcal 


and che country : : but we muſt all 
yield to fate. Lady Stanmo 


kindneſs is very Precarious. In 
one thing only ſhe is ſteady: a 
rooted diſpoſition, in all Points, 
to ven and oppoſe her huſband. 
It was not, Kirby, from any prin- 
. nor even from any fit of ge- 
1 
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genexoſity, that I received that 
fifty pounds; I mentioned, fr om her 
[Ladythup, and which I incloſe,— : 
No, no! It was, quite another 
matter. 41 What ; would, you; think 
Hs ſupriſing a great Lady with a 
great Lord, not her.own kuſband.? 
I was never, Kirby, ſo aſhamed. 
. I-was more confounded than the 
Caunteſs. Ves, yes! She is al- 
ways in her botanical garden, a- 
midſt ares, and ſhrubs, and 
flowers, &c . botany and 
other eee, of natural Philo- 
ſophy. But, in the midſt} of a 
ſchrubbery, in that ſame garden, 
[ſtands a pretty little ſummer-houſe, 
juſt built, by her Ladyſhip's or- 
ders, in which is a bourdoir, fitted 
up in the moſt luxurious and mag- 
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the veil.—* Weſt,” ſaid the 


Counteſs, Ts % I know you 
ſee nobody with me. Go home, 


and tell the company that I am 


giving ſome orders about the gar- 
den. Here is a memorandum of 
my goodwill and confidence for 
your pains,” giving me the accom- 
panying note. Ever ſince the af- 
fair of the ſummer-houſe, ſhe has 
been very earneſt in her recom» 
mendations of Mr. Macalpine's ſuit, 


and I have, at laſt, conſented. to 


take her advice. What her policy 
is in this, Icannot conjecture. But 
that ſhe: has ſome end in view or 
other is highly probable. For, 


although ſhe appears to be a fool 
with regard to many of the whims 
the gratifies, and the end ſhe pur- 


ſues, there is nobody that can poſ- 
libly exerciſe greater ingenuity in 
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inventing means for the attain- 


ment of her ohjects. I cannot 
help giving you an example. —Mr. 


Oſſory, as well as Lord Stanmore, 
being very much averſe to the ex- 
travagance and diſſipation of a fa- 
mionable life in town, propoſes 
that this family ſhall ſpend the 
greateſt part of the year in the 
country. It is, abſolutely, in or- 
der to counteract this plan, that 
ſhe affects ſuch a paſſion for build- 
ings, gardens, and every addition 
or improvement that can be 
thought of, provided only that it 
is expenſive. Her ſcheme has ſuc- 


CTeeded to a miracle. Tover-heard 


Mr. ee lately, ſaying to Lord 
Stanmore, To be ſure, my 
Lord, the accumulated expence 

of all thefe whims is infupporta- | 
able.“ But I had almoſt forgot to 
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mention, that the Danith India- _ 
man, in which the Captain Was 
wrecked on this coaſt, muſt have 

been the very ſame in which a 
young lady, who has lately ben 
been diſcovered amidſt a range of 
hills fin this neighbour hood, and 
who has greatly attracted the no- 
tice of this family, was thrown on 
the Scottiſh ſhores, from thoſe of 
Hindoſtan. But 1 don't with that 
the Captain ſhould know this: 
for if he did, nothing could re- 
ſtrain him from paying us all a viſit. 
5 good, my dear Kirby, 
as to call at my aunt's, and 
requeſt her ſervants, if ſhe be her- 
ſelf in the country, to pack up 
my things, and to ſend them by the 
E firſt ſhip for Bonnet-don-hbe.' You | 
| may direct the clieſts, as the-cere- 
19 . is to be e very _ 
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For Mrs. Macalpine, Stanmore 
Caſtle, near Bonnet - don-hee.“ 31 
all not forget to ſend you a wed- 
ding ring. I ſhall expect a viſit 
from you and all your family here, 
as Joon, as I am fairly ſettled at the 
old n mains, as they call it, 1 mean 
the houſe allotted to the land- 
ſteward or factor. And, in re- 
turn, 1 ſhall come with my deary, 
if I can prevail: upon him to come, 

5 to ſpend a few months i in London. 
1 7 whilſt the captain is at ſea, 
Fou ſhould be in want of a male 
creature to accompany you to 
Stepney, or once a month to old 
Drury, you mall be welcome to 
my aul: 1 don t think I ſhall 
be in the leaſt ſubject to jealouſy. 
I fear this is the laſt time that J 
Sh ſubſcribe Rh 
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DEAA MADAM, 


| 4 2 l 11 te 
12 Received your kind letter, il 


conſider myſelf very. much obliged 
by your'e expreſſions of kindneſs, of 
I that ofthe fifty pounds came 
ry ſeaſonably. My poor man 

— A truſted all the favings of more 
than ten years in the hands of 
Mr. "Stockdale, one of his ſhip's 
owners, who! always flattered him 
with aſſurances that, when the 
money ne ſhould” depoſit in his 
bands ſhould come toa certain ſum: 
he 
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he would ſell his ſhare in the ſhip | 


to my huſband, which would 
put him on a footing of leſs de- 
pendency on his employers.—Mr. 
Stockdale has lately gone off with 

all his family and effects to Bou- 
- logne; and, it is thought, that he 


has not really failed, but that he 


only means to defraud his creditors: 
though Kirby, who believes no- 

thing ill of any body, „will haye it, 
that he is in great diſtreſs, and even 


talks of giving him ſome aſſiſtance, 
if any good luck ſhould put it in 


his power to do, ſo. But charity 
begins at home; and it Was time 
enough to think of relieving Stock · 
dale (whom I. always thought to 
be an hypocritical knave) when we 


had paid our little debts in Auchor- | 
trop Alley; * 5055 the payment of 


which | 


vw 
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you, my good madam, if by any 


caſion to ſend any meſſage to Kir- 
by, before he returns from the 
Scotch coaſts, where he puts in at 


to him yet. He will know of your 
goodneſs, which exceeds, by a 
great deal, any claims we could 


he laſt left Wapping, he was great- 
ly affected at the embarraſſed ſitu- 
ation in which he left me and the 
little ones, and vowed that he 
would not take any raſh adven- 


could poſſibly fave, until, as he 


Cleared, 


191 
which the neighbours. had begun 
tobe clamorous. IT would not have 


chance you ſhould ſee or have oc- 


different places, I would not, I ſay, 
have you mention the fifty pounds 


| have on you, in good time. When 


ture, nor ſpend a ſhilling that he 


lays, the whole deck ſhould be 
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192 FATAL FOLLIES. 
cleared. If he ſhould know of 
your generoſity, he would clap his 


hands, according to his manner, 


ſwear that there is corn in Egypt, 


and run into a thouſand fooliſh 


expences and charities — + 
I am glad, dear madam, for your 


own fake, as well as that of your 


friends, that you have had ſuch 


good luck in Scotland. Vou may 
like Mr. Macalpine more than you 
do now, when you know him bet. 


ter. It is a good thing to be in- 


dependant of the caprices of any 
one of our own ſex, and of the 
frowns of fortune. If one miſt | 
put up with ſome unpleaſing cir- 
cumſtances, chuſe the evil that 


may be remedied. Secure an eſta- 
bliſhment to yourſelf i in the firſt 


| Plake | other things, that may be 
; de- 
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defi rable, will follow of courſe.— 
1 wonder, by the bye, that Lady 


Stanmore ſhould wiſh you to be 


| ſettled ſo near her, after the dif- 


covery you have made. 
Have you heard any thing of your 
brother's affairs in the Weſt-Indies? 


Well, if the evening Had ſet, as 


the morning roſe, you would Wave 


been above the neceſſity of cring- 


ing to Lady Stanmore, or ſubmit- 
ting to an union with any man who 


was not your choice. I reflect on 


the days I paſſed as houſe-keeper, 
couvernante, and every thing, in 
your mother's family in Jamaica, 
with pleaſure. She was very good 
to me: and it gave me pleaſure to 


be uſeful to any of her family. 1 


am ſure I was never troubleſome 


to you; nor ſhould I now, even 
Vo L. II. K under 
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under ſome difficulties, have made 


any demands. 


If your 8 ks, — is 
to be, could permit him to paſs a few 
months in London in the dead of 


winter, it would be juſt the thing. 
But then, Mr. Macalpine, Iſuppoſe, 


would wiſh to live among the great 


folks at the weſt end of the town. 


I hope however that, by that time, 
you will be able to manage him as 


you pleaſe. Iwiſh, child, I could 


be of any uſe to you, in the way 


of advice, on your entrance into 
matrimony. It you loved Macal- 


pine, all counſel would be unne- 


ceſſary. Love alone would teach 


you your duty, and make your duty 
delightful. It would make you an 
affectionate wife, a good cœcono- 


miſt, 2 tender mother, a kind 
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neighbour, a ſiricere friend, and an 
| indulgent miſtreſs to your ſervants.” 
For there is really ſomething in 
love that purifies, exalts, and hu- 
manizes the mind. — My Harry, 
when he began to court me, was 
but a plain, rough ſailor, with juſt 
as much/{kill in navigation as quali- 
fied him to manage a ſhip : But he 
had naturally good enough ſenſe, 
with a genuine fund of good na- 
ture. Theſe qualities ſet in mo- 
tion, and dire&ed by the principle 
of love, appeared in a "thouſand 
little delicacies and attentions, 


which would not diſgrace the moſtt 


accompliſhed cavaliero in Old Spain. 
Many people, who knew the edu- 
cation I had received, and the 
company I kept in my younger 
00 wondered at my marriage 
012 K 7 
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with Harry, Kirby. I cannot his, 
that, if I make allowance for his 
- boiſterous and uncouth manner of 
| ſinging, and talking, and 2 
ing people violently by the hand, 
as a token of good-will, that 1 
have ever found any cauſe to bluſh 
at his behaviour i in company: and, 
for myſelf, if he has any failings, 
they appear in my eyes very ſmall. 
But this is not a. propos to your 
ſituation. Vou hope not for the 
tranſports of love and —— 
but you marry for convenience. 
I be firſt thing you have to 40 
en is the caſe, moſt aſſuredly, 
Is, to gain an entire aſcendancy over 
your huſband. The means of ac- 
compliſhing this, depend much on 
His temper and ruling paſſion. You 
ſay he is . e and ſuſpi- 
he” 7; cious: 


— To. 
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cious : yet he may be timid, and 
eaſily overcome by ſtrong meaſures. 
I think this is generally the caſe 
with fuch characters. Though 
you would find it difficult, if I 
| rightly conjecture, to ſap Macal- 
pine; you may take him by ſtorm, - 
Affume, at once, the prerogative - 
of youth over age, of beauty over 
deformity; and, if you cannot 
convert him into an agreeable hu{- 
band, make him, at leaſt, an uſe- 
vadoes only, that ſly circumventive 
natures are to be governed; as 
generous ſpirits, on the other 
hand, are only ro be managed by 
ſoft addreſs and infinuation. — 
Macalpine being once properly - 
ſubdued, you might come here, and 
we might come to you; and, with 
3 your 
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your little god-davghter, and ſome 
of her relations, you might ſweet- 
en the toils of matrimony. | 

I will not fail to ſend down your 
"things, by the firſt ſhip, for the 
port you mention. We are all of 


us well. I will expect to hear 


from you ſoon. after the ceremony: 
And I always am, my dear Miſs 


„ 


Weſt, or if this name be already 
ſuperſeded, I am, dear Mrs. Mac- 
alpine, with compliments to your 
helpmate, always and entirelß 
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8 Caſtle. | 


Wonder that the Scotch nobi- 
lity ſhould leave their eſtates in the 
North, in order to live in Lon- 
don. They abſolutely leave pa- 
laces, where they are treated with - 
infinitely more reſpe& than the 
King of Great-Britain, to live in a 
ſmoaky city, where every ſhoe- 
black, who is not employed by his 
e and who meets him in the 
ſtreet, looks upon himſelf as his 
equal. I have been forced into this 
reflection by attending the family 
6 
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on a little excurſion, as Lady 
Anne, before ſhe went to Edin- 
burgh, wiſhed to. take leave of 
Miſs Graham and ſome other la- 
dies. In the courſe of our calls, Lord 
and Lady Stanmore were hardly 
treated like people of this world, 
but wor ſhipped as ſuperior beings. 
F- never ſaw Lady Anne aſſu 
ſo much dig nity as on this occaſion, 


though ſhe. is never deficient in 


hs © Wy, WE TT +1 


Gants 3 ue can display the 
antient fam "1 ty of Stanmore to ad- 


Vantage. : We J breakfaſted , at Mr. 
Graham's S, "where, his ſiſter and 
himſelf entertained | us with the 
utmoſt politeneſs, and hoſpitality, 


* N "> 


On dur entrance into the break 
faſting parlour, 1 was ſurpriſed to 
55 the. table, and a4 ſideboard 
too, PHP 45 refreſhments of 
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ſo ſubſtantial a nature, that it 
might have paſſed very well for a 
good cold dinner. The table was 
covered with an apparatus for tea 
and coffee, with marmalade; jellies, 
honey, butter, and eggs. The 
ſideboard groaned under cold paſty, 
hams, chickens, moor game, &c. 
&c. Here alſo ſtood a goodly row of 
bottles, replete: with rum, brandy; 
and whifky. I was ſurpriſed at all 
this, but not diſagreeably; for our 
ride, with a piereing air from the 
Grampian mountains, had diſpoſed 
us all to prove the excellence of 

| this collation. Mr. Graham ral- 
lied Lord . Stanmore for his intro. 
duction of Engliſh cuſtoms, and 
m— the propriety of ſuch an 
old-faſhioned breakfaſt under a 
| Ne and keen climate; and in a 
- br K 5 coun- 
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country where, in its beſt times, 
it nad been the auſtom to indulge 
in only two meals a day; breakfaſt 
and dinner. Mr. Graham follows, 
in this reſpect, the example of his 
anceſtors. He walks about, in the 
morning, and gives orders to his 
labouring people: about ten he 
refreſhes himſelf with what he calls 
breakfaſt; and then he ſpends the 
whole day in hunting and other 
ports, in calls on his neighbours, 
or 3 improvements 
in agriculture. Towards evening 
he returns to dinner or ſupper, | 
. or whatever his gueſts, who are in 
| general pretty numerous, pleaſe to 
call it. — He told us a pleaſant 
ſtory of an Engliſh gentleman, 

who, the firſt moraing after he had 
come to pay him a viſit, on ſeeing 
7 .. 3 | the 
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N the breakfaſt things, aſked whe- 
ther he had lain too long a-bed? 
conceiving that what he ſaw could 
be nothing leſs than dinne. 
Mliſs Graham did not pleaſe Lady 
Stanmore, I am certain: for ſhe! _ 
blamed his Lordſhip for the alte-» - 
rations he was making in the 
Caſtle; and was very cordially 
joined, in this cenſure, by Lady 
Anne, who ſaid, Lord Stanmore 
had ſpent too much of his time in 
England ; that his father would: 
never have pulled down a ſtone 
but he would have replaced it in 
the order it before ſtood. Modern 
buildings, ſhe ſaid, and modern 
manners, alſo, were of too ſlight a a 
texture ever to retain the ſtability 
or reſpect of ſuch as were antient: 
His Lordſhip replied, that he hoped. 
| K 6 1 
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to be excuſed by the Ladies, when 
they underſtood that all this was 
done at the d, 0 under the 
direction of one of their own ſex; 
and that, as he always withed/ to 
gratify the inclinations! of the La- 
dies, when in his power, he hoped 
they would excuſe him in the pre- 
ſent conteſt. Here Lady Stan- 
more thought, for once, that ſhe 
muſt: ſupport his Lordſhip, and 
obſerved, that ſhe did not wonder 
at Lady Anne's liking to ſee the 
Caſtle, in its preſent ſtate, for ſhe 
had actually heard it affirmed, that 
perſons, who had long been con- 
fined in priſons, loſt, after a certain 
time, their reliſh. for liberty, and 
that they ſometimes requeſted to 
return to their dungeon, as they 
had loſt all taſte for ſociety. She 
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conſidered Lady Anne, ſhe ſaid, 


actually as a ſtate priſoner,' and 


. that her Ladyſhip had 
acquired an affection for the ver] 
walls and turrets, Whagh 1 it was ber 
ſupreme delight to demoliſh; in 
order to let in light 0 liberty. 

People, Lady Stanmore ſaid, wa. 
lived thus ſecluded from the world, 
and who themſelves exhibited the 
manners, and alſo the language of 
the laſt century, were but ill judges 
of what would ſupport dignity and 
grandeur in the preſent age, which 
was not an iron one. It was not 


now neceſſary to lead the ſtranger 


through an hundred courts, and 


over fifty draw- bridges, before he 


could be received. No! It Was 
now the faſhion to baniſn fear and 
luperſtition, and throw wide our 


gates, 
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gates, in order to convince the 
world of the expanſion of our ideas, 
and our hearts; and ſhe gloried in 
Wen able to introduce liberty into 
Scotl Lady Anne made a 
ſhort, bae-fovere reply, which was, 
I would have your Ladyſhip take 
care, that you do not extend =—_ 
idea to too great a length. 
Oſſory put an end to the — 
as he: generally does to all thoſe in 
which his daughter is concerned, 
well knowing her imperious diſpo- 
ſition, which cannot bear the leaſt 
contradiction.— We had a moſt 
agreeable ride; and returned home, 
after having dined by the way, at 
Aa gentleman' s houſe; where we 
were, as uſual in this country, 
very hoſpitably entertained. I do 


not know when I have ſpent a more 
pleaſant 
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pleaſant day; your brother, and 
myſelf, were on horſeback, and 


had a great deal of very amuſ- 
ing converſation. Edmund and 


9 rode together; as Lord Stan- 


more, after dinner, had taken a 


glaſs too much, and Mr. Offory 


prevailed on him to take a ſeat | 
in the coach. I have written 
you a very long letter, without 
mentioning a word about myſelf. 
At preſent I have very little to ſay, 
but that I am, with compliments to 
Lady Harley, to whom I intend 109 
write by this poſt, 185 


Yours, fncerely, | . 


1 . 
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pr 7 er- my dear Lady, 


4 not attribute m not writing | 
to you for ſo long a a pace « of time 
to any neglect, as 1 beg 


1443 


to aſſure 
you, that you are conſtantly i in my 

| thoughts; ; and, that as I write 
to r T would. not trou- 

ble you with letters, when I knew 

that y ou were not in à fituation of 
either health or ſpirits to admit of 

a correſpondence that could be well 

avoided. My withes for your re 


Rong health, make me anxious 
to 
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to be aſſured of it by a line from 
yourſelf, but if it ſhould: be at 
" a trouble for you to write, Ho- 
noria will inform me in her next, 
and I will excuſe you. Your hro- 
ther is writing to you, and, I dare 
ſay, will endeavour to amuſe your 
as well as he can with an; acc ont 
of this place and the family. 1% 
not think he bkes any of us but 
Lord Stanmore : ; not that I would. 
bare Tour LAdyſhip think hen ig 
defagient, in politeneſs. To, Wes 
be is uncommonly attentive; which 
| place to the account of my in- 
timacy with both of his ſiſters, 
for whom he entertains the greateſt; 
regard. Vou are often the ſubject: : 
of our converſation, and on theſe 5 
Lee Lady Stanmore faxe, 
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but that, if he deviates in one 
ſingle inſtance from a truly ſenti- 
mental courtſhip, ſhe is ſure I will 
not liſten to his ſuit. This theme 
is always ſure of raiſing a laugh at 
our expence, as Mr. Oſſory gene- 
rally joins her Ladyſhip in her ma- 
licious raillery. He has frequently 
been very ſevere on me, ſince the 
dreadful propoſal he made was 
rejected. Honoria, I know, made 
you acquainted with the circum- 
ance to which I allude. Oh, 
Lady Harley ! -you have ſuffered 
ſeverely, but I doubt whether you 
ever experienced a pang ſo ſharp 
as that which wrung my heart on 
finding myſelf reduced, by my un- 
protected ſituation, ſo low as to al- 
low any man, much leſs my bene- 


* to make ſuch an offer. But 
] will 


" 
if 
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[ will not dwell upon this ſubject, 
as I am ſure it will be an ain 
one to a mind ſo ſuſceptible and 
delicate as yours. I till entertain 
hopes of ſeeing you here according 
+ the promiſe of Lord Harley, and 

I beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf 


your Lad ip 8 . 1 
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SHALL — an opportunity 
of ſaying a few words to you, and 


2 
a * 
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which will be a means of intro- 
daucing you to each other. It is 


never any loſs for a poor dog, like 


you or me, to get acquainted with 
a rich Peer: nor does his Lordſhip 
loſe any thing but a little caſh, 


and that he is as well without. We 


a can render him ſome ſervices in 
return which balances our account: 
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ing them by Lord Harley, who 
will deliver my letter in perſon, 


zl 
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a pretty wife of our own, or i 

ee in an intrigue with another 

man's, are obligations which they 


liberally return. Beſides, they are 


ſometimes ſuch d d - cowards, 
that they dare not fight; and then, 
a little bullying for them is of great 
uſe. I am, like all great men in 

retirement, at a loſs how to paſs 
away my time. It is a curfed dull 
life: I hate the country! Not even 
the charms of Lady Harley can 


make up for the want of the bot- 


tle, dice, and a few jolly compa- | 
nions. Perhaps I may find her 


more agrecable when her huſband 

zs gone: I ſhall try. I have been 
very ſober, very attentive, and 1 
hope ſhe thinks very amiable. Har- 
ley has given me a Whole ſtring of 
aneh which Iam to obſerve 
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. during his abſence!) he; is ſo con- 


foundediy jealous |. I really pity 


him. Love is a dreadful, trouble- 


ſome paſſion to a man after fifty, 


or before, in my opinion. I was 
never in my life ſo out of luck as 


when J left town. The men of 
faſhion get too knowing for us, 
and, in my opinion, might juſt as 


well take the title of Black Legs ay 


any one on whom they are pleaſed 

to beſtow it. I am ſure they fre- 
quently commit meanneſſes, under 
the ſanction of Nobility, that a 
downright profeſſed gameſter would 
be aſhamed of. I was obliged to 


5 purchaſe the honourable appella- 
tion of Sir John, at a pretty dear 
rate; but it was a bad debt, and i 


ſo 1 thought I might as well take 


2 14 out n honours, as I was ſure of 


never 
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never. being paid i in money. Vou 
know, a certain member of parlia- 
ment was in pretty deeply with 
me, and thus we compromiſed 
matters to the ſatisfaction of both 
parties. I am now a member of 
moſt of the faſhionable clubs in 
town, and am allowed to' ch eat 
with impunity. Nay, T may get 
| a wife by my title, as the Cits are 
very fond of purchaſing honours. 
Perhaps a tallow chandler's daugh- 
ter, with her weight, not in what 
ber father deals in, but gold, my ho- 
neſt fellow, that will make amends 
for the dirty hands of her father. 
If the Chriſtian world will not 
furniſh me with a help-mate, I have 
no great objection to go to Duke's 
Place in ſearch of an Ifraelite. 
You are 9 80 ſnug in the family of 
| a citizen, 


= 
=, 
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i a eitizen, whoſe wife values herſelf 
n being a /prig of Nobility. ] flat. 
tered her into the beſt opinion of 


both herſelf and me, that 1 may 
chance to ſupplant you on my re- 
turn. Veu might marry her daugh- 
ter, but that ſhe has not money 
enough. I wiſh ſhe was removed 

from. this houſe moſt heartily, 

"915 110 9115 F nn e 
onen Adieu! Yours, | 85 
ens ＋ SEA BRIGHT. 
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MISS LAURA SEYMOUR 
Tw6 
HENRY SEYMOUR, Ef, 


URELY my dear brother was = 
not in earneſt when he talked of | 
going abroad, and alſo of denying 
me the pleaſure of correſponding 
with him when he did. I hope, 
before this letter is Weived, he 
has altered his mind. 1 

Indeed, Henry, you are wrong. 
You may fly from ſociety, but I 
aſſure you, that ſolitude will but 
nouriſh your melancholy, not diſ- 
pel it : had I left you to brood over 
ls that were paſt cure, and not 
endeavoured to enliven you a little, 
(or, L 1 
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you would not have been now at 
Stanmore Caſtle, forming plans to 
vex me. However, 'T have been 
revenged on you by teizing your 
friend, Manners, moſt, unmersi- 
fully. Nay, I have abſolutely ba- 
niſhed him until I ſhall hear from 
you again, ſaying; that you have 
changed your mind. Therefore, 
be quick in your anſwer, or the 
poor creature may die: he faid, 
that he would, I aſſure you. Don't 
you perce how gay I am, ſince 
I have been a viſitor at my aunt 
Morden's? I have not had time to 
think of any thing, but how to 
place my hat or cap to the beſt ad. 
vantage, about which I uſed be- 
fore to be entirely careleſs. I wil 
you would return from Scotland, 


and Join our FOE? ; though I hear 


vel) 
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very ſplendid accounts of Lady 
Stanmore; and that ſhe is building 
a city, where the old caſtle ſtood, and 
that every man adores her that looks 
on her, I ſhould not like to be one 
of her Ladyſhip's viſitors, as I hate 
| a monopoly. Let every one have 
a fair chance for a huſband. - She 
has got one, and ought to be con- 
tented. Take care that you do not 
fall in love with Lady Stanmore, 


brother, as ſhe is ſo very charming. 
el vith you was not compoſed of ſo 
t much conſtancy, n 5 cn 
0 ane blo tad r 

0 Os wy heart' 3 my own, my will i is free,” 1 
* and, 1 with I could do. ſo tag 
e 


but, as that 1 is not poſſible at pre- 
ſent, I am content with what lot 
Heaven ſends, Now, you will won- 
der what has turned your grave 


el wah 
a „ 8 ſober 
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1 Il tell you. I am in hopes to give 


will laugh at me, and promiſe not 


to Write to me any more ill - natured 
letters. You know what the tor- 
ments of love are; and, that Mr. 
Manners ſhall feel them ſeverely! 
amdetermined. Inever didvex him, 
but this gives me a good oppor- 
tunity ; and I have been told that 


the men will ſoon hate you, unleſs. 


you plague them a little. 


I ͤ have no news to tell you, I 
think, only, hat old Lady Stilton 
made a miſtake the other evening, 
She had an aſſignation to meet an 


officer of the horſe-guards in the 


Park; and that ſhe might not be 
known, ſhe put on a calaſh. Fes 


words were fad when they met, 
and 


225 


ſober ſiſter into ſuch a mad cap. |: 
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ahh her Ladyſhip/ ſuffered. herſelf 
to be conducted to a houſe in the 
neighbourhood, where the lights 


introduced her to her own ſon, 


who had an appointment, as well as 8 | 
her Ladyſhip, in the Park, and 


who is an officer in the ſame regi- 

ment with her lover. There is 
ſcandal for you. It may be agree- | 
able to your country friends, tho 


1 ſuppoſe there is no dearth of that 


in Scotland. 

To be ſerious, Iet me entreat of 
you, if you ſtill perſiſt in going 
abroad, that I may ſee you before 
you ſet off for the Continent, and 
that you will ſuffer me to know 
where to direct to you. I have 
heard that you took a very impru- 
dent ſtep previous to your journey 
to the North. Let me entreat 
| L 3 you 


what the muſt, nay what you muſt 
ſuffer by any interview, and avoid 


2113 2 191300 AI RRERYTMOV RK 
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you, as you value the future quiet 
of Conſtantia, never to make any 
attempts to ſee her more. Think 


it. Write to me, and believe me 
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7 
MRS. BEAUCHANP. 


- Stanmore Calle. ; 


] AM ieh obliged to my 


dear Mrs. Beauchamp for her wiſhes 
to ſee me in town: nor do 1 deem 
her in the leaſt malicious, for hop- 
ing I ſhould not like Stanmore 


Caſtle and its environs.” On the 


contrary, I look on it as a parti- 
cular mark of her regard. Jam 
happy to aſſure you, that it is now 


in my power to gratify your-utmoſt 
wiſhes in that reſpect; for I abomi 


nate the Caſtle of Stanmore, and | 


this country, which is | 
res The 
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and inhabited by mere ſavages, or 
worſe — abſolute brutes! As to 
what your relation Lord Harley 
told you, of its being my lord's de- 
ſign to live chiefly in Scotland, all 
I can ſay to that my dear madam, 
is, that if he puts his wiſe reſolu- 
tion into practice, he will live by 
himſelf, unleſs he prevails on his 
old ſtarch antiquated maiden aunt 
to come back in order to keep him 
company, and drink —_ with 
him. 
1 think you — in the 
* as you found it convenient to 
marry in the Beauchamp family, 
to get rid of his two daughters, 
who, no doubt, would have been 
ſpies upon all your actions. I am 
rather confined here by my father, 
59 — and a few more, 
whom | 
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Hals be t he father: 


when in London, e 1 1 ar- 


dently to be. 
I qvent out to breakfaſt * 3 73 
morning, and had it not been day- 
light, I ſhould have ſuppoſed my- 


ſelf at a maſquerade, where there 
was a cold ſupper, for the oddity 


of the dreſs, of the whole groupe, 
greatly favoured this idea. Except 


Miſs. Weſt, Miſs Leiceſter and my - 


_ felf, I am certain none of the dreſ- 
ſes exhibited: were made in this cen- 


tury. I have been ſpoken to by the 
old parſon for not attending church, 


| as I ther eby ſet an ill example : : 
butIalways put him off with a good 
dinner, and a hearty glaſs of wine 


which he loves. His wife is a 


| queer old creature, and would en- 


tertain you much if I 2 but 
bring 


7 
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bring her to town. I am obliged 
to laugh at them in order to paſs 
away my time. I hope to employ 
myſelf better very ſoon. I have put 
my lord to all the expence I poſ- 

+ ſibly could at this place, in order 
wd tire him out, and I believe ] 
| fhall ſoon accompliſh it, for he 
begins to look very grave whenever 
| T propoſe. any new alteration. ' ] 
GS Hope ſoon to ſee you, and am 


„ 


© of 
j we # 4% 1 


Yours, 


H. STANMORE. 
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MISS BEAUCHAMP. 


| f | | Stanmore Caſtle. | 
IX. Now robes it in my power 
to perform my promiſe, in giving 
you the ſtory of the fair Cottager; 
whom, for the future, I ſhall call 
Elmira. It was. propoſed that we 
| ſhould all make a party to meet 
Mr. Seymour. As the day was re- 
markably fine, Lady Stanmore 

readily agreed: I begged that I 
might be left at home, there not 
being a ſeat in either coach or cha- 
riot without rendering them un- 
pleaſant by being crowded. I Was 
glad of this opportunity to pay my 


1 ed viſit to the cottage. My | 


que; was granted, and Lady 
ebnen Ztan⸗ 


bj 
* 
7 
;/ 
7 
* 
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Stanmore lent me her horſe for an 
| airing in their abſence, which 1 
took, ſoon after their departure. I 
found Elmira buſily employed m 
arranging ſome papers. She aroſe 
at my entrance, and ſaid, that ſhe. 
had feared that the firſt ſight of her 
little hut, and its dreary ſituation, 
had frightened me from approach- 
ing it again.” The old woman who 
ſtood by, and who acted as a ſer- 
vant to Elmira, ſaid, God. 
3 bleſs you, my Lady! for coming to 
ſee Miſs, for ſhe leads a weariſome 
life here. I with your Ladyſhip 
would ſome how perſuade her out 
on't.” I undeceived her as to my 
title, but promiſed to uſe my in- 
fluence with Her miſtreſs to mix a 
little more in the world; though 
I would gladly exchange ſituations | 
with her. The ſervant was diſ- 
nods miſſed, 


n * 


which led me to me: if L was 
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miſled; and we WAG began to chat 
about the of our meeting, 


inform me e why. ſhe ad to reſide 


amongſt theſe dreary mountains. 


« That, my dear Madam, aid 
ſne, was not my own choice, 
but that of my parent, who was 
weary of the world, and wiſhed for 
ſolitude, not only as a refuge for 
herſelf, but alſo as a protection to 
me from ſorrows that the herſelf 
had taſted.” Here Elmira gave vent 
to a flood of tears; in order to diſ- 
pel which, I ſaid, Come, I will 
take the lead here, and before you 


confide your ſtory to me, you ſhall 


be acquainted who and what I am. 
This, indeed, might leflen me in 


the eyes of many; but, I truſt; 


and think I am not deceived, that 
5 +. 
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the being out of favor with fortune 
will not be conſidered by you as a 
fault.“ | I'then related as much of 
my life as might ſerve to ſhew her 
who I was, and what was my pre- 
ſent ſituation. Vou would have 
been delighted had you ſeen the 


8 different tranſitions that marked 


the countenance of Elmira whilſt 
I was ſpeaking, which ſhe ſome- 
times interrupted by exclamations 
expreſſive of her ſorrow and in- 
dignation at the uſage I had met 
with.. When 1 had concluded my 
ſtory, ſhe. ſaid, Well! 1 now, 
more than ever, lament the loſs of 
my parent. She would have pro- 
tected us both: but now, alas! I 
am as much in need of an advi- 
fer as you: but yet, perhaps, T 
may ſerve you, being in poſſeſſion 
of wean will ſupport us both. 


243 You 
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FAT: 
You ſhall ſhare with me what 1 
have been juſt looking at when 
you arrived. They are jewels, and 
valuable ones: we will fell them; 
and you ſhall- return no more to 
that inſolent Lady you have been 
talking about.“ I returned my ac- 
knowledgments to this noble girl 
for her offered frendſhip, and de- 
fired her to ſatisfy my curioſity. a- 
bout herſelf, which ſhe did. Im 
nearly her-own words I ſhall ſend 
| you the ſtory. | But having, wrote 
a long letter already, and being 
preſſed for time, I will conclude 
this and incloſe Elmira' s hiſtory 
on ſeparate paper, as Mr. Offory 
has promiſed'to ſend it for me to 
Harley Lodge on his arrival at 
home. I wrote to him a letter yeſ- 
terday, in which 1 incloſed the 
bond, ſaying, 1 could not, with 
pro- 
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232 FATAL FOLLIES. 
propriety, retainat, and that Ithere. | 
fore entreated him again to receive 
it with my grateful thanks for all 
favours. This J left in his dreſſing- 
room about the time I knew he 
would be moſt likely to go there. 
He looked very angry at dinner, 
and ſeemed to wiſh for an oppor- 


tunity of ſpeaking to me during 
the evening, which I avoided. 


He 1s this morning gone to take 
leave of ſome gentlemen who 
live round us, and he purpoſes J 
to leave this place the day after 
to-morrow. My beſt wiſhes are 
always with you. 4 


"Om 


MATILDA LEICESTER. 
A DE 58 
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